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Yukon-Koyukuk School District

Staff Connections
From the Desk of Superintendent Boyd
President Melissa McGinty and Gana-A‘Yoo, Limited Board of Directors have graciously donated $25,000 for Ella B. Vernetti, Andrew K. Demoski, and Kaltag School. The donation of $75,000 is a lot of money that will go to good use at
these schools! On behalf of the Yukon Koyukuk School District Board of Education, we thank Gana-A ‘Yoo for their generous donation.

As part of the ongoing implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)as a strategy for closing our achievement gaps, DEED is providing school designations for Alaska’s families.
There are three types of school designations: Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI), Targeted Support and
Improvement (TSI), and Universal Support. I am pleased to inform you that all YKSD River Schools achieved Universal
Support! This is the second year in a row for our district. As a celebration and to recognize the hard work of the students, the YKSD Regional School Board is providing every student with a nice, warm hoodie with the YKSD logo! Your
teachers will contact you about specific size details. Once again, thank you for always supporting your students by
making sure they are in school on time, ensuring they complete their homework and ensuring they participate in school
activities.
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Graduate Celebration

Superintendent Boyd

YKSD Regional School Board Election Results

Superintendent Boyd

2020 Superintendent of the Year!

Luke Meinert,
Assistant Superintendent

The Alaska Superintendents Association (ASA) honored
Yukon-Koyukuk School District Superintendent, Kerry
Boyd, as Alaska’s 2020 Superintendent of the Year. The
Superintendent of the Year program, now in its 33rd year,
pays tribute to a school system’s top leader who exemplifies leadership for learning, personal and organizational
communication, professionalism, and community involvement.
Superintendent Boyd is starting her twelfth year as Superintendent of the Yukon-Koyukuk School District but has
been a part of the district since 2005. ASA will advance Superintendent Boyd’s candidacy to the 2020 National Superintendent of the Year program knowing that she
is highly respected by her colleagues, board members, staff, students and constituents throughout Alaska. All State Superintendents of the Year will be honored in February at the 2020 AASA National
Conference on Education in San Diego, California.
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Happenings from the Office of
State and Federal Programs

October 2019

Gina Hrinko, Director
of State and Federal Programs

Happy fall/winter everyone! It’s hard to believe that fall is quickly fading, and for many of us, winter is just around the
corner! We are excited about the start of the new year and the wonderful instruction that lies in store for our students!
Our department has been really busy so far as we are working with all of the schools to insure you have the supplies
and resources you need to do a great job! We have also been focused on all of our reporting that is due this first quarter (ESSA, Indian Education, Start Strong Literacy grant, Migrant).

Exciting News – We recently received notice that we’ve been awarded a new grant. This grant will focus on developing computer science courses for our high school students, hiring a mathematics specialist who will provide professional development for our math teachers, and who will provide on-site math support and coaching for our teachers as well. In addition, the project will focus on providing after-school STEM activities that could include coding, robotics, and much more! More information will be sent out as the program details are developed.

Important Information – Every 5 years, the Alaska Department of Education requires districts to go through a
Federal Programs monitor. It has been 5 years already since our last monitor, so we will be going through this process
with the AK EED in February, 2020. The monitor is a huge endeavor, and we are going to be extremely busy pulling all
of the information that is required.

Migrant Education Recruiting

Sara Henderson,
PACT Liaison

It’s that time of the year for migrant education recruiting. Our team will be calling and recruiting families that
may qualify for migrant education. The Migrant Education Program provides grant funds for school districts to
help improve educational opportunities for migratory students. To qualify for the program, a family within the
district must make an economic move of at least 7 nights and 8 days. Also, families must travel over 20 miles.
To qualify as a migratory family, they must subsistence fish, participate in berry picking, or logging. In addition
to providing assistance to these families, the district will send out free books to all of the
students. Migrant book distributions occur once a quarter, and all students are able to
choose a book to take home. There are four book distributions annually (October, December, March, and early May).
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STREAM Nights
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Kristi Burns,
Grants Coordinator

Science, Technology, Reading, Engineering, Art, Mathematics
Kids and parents can enjoy a night discovering dinosaurs or creating a camping
atmosphere during our August and September STREAM Nights. Huslia, Ruby,
Minto, and Rampart have already experienced our improved literacy nights.

DINOSAURS FOR HUSLIA AND RUBY!
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Kristi Burns,
Grants Coordinator

CAMP READ-A-LOT FOR MINTO AND RAMPART!

Next STREAM Night:
Koyukuk, November 5th

PreK
Ruby, Minto, Rampart, Allakaket, Kaltag, and Koyukuk YKSD PreK classes began September
3rd. Nulato and Huslia’s Head Start are excited about utilizing the new facilities that
YKSD has to offer. All of the PreK teachers are excited about the new year and are doing a great job to build their academic foundations for our young students.
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Counseling Corner

October 2019

Cristina Welker, Director of
Special Education and Support Services

Red Ribbon Week
October 23 - 30

Red Ribbon Week is October 23-31
but we celebrate the whole
month! Join the counseling department in creating awareness
about being drug free.

Be a Hero!
October is National Bullying Prevention Month! Your counselors will be working with students of all ages this month on preventing bullying type behaviors, reporting such behaviors and helping friends who may be experiencing bullying.

Teaching and Learning Department

Chane Beam, Director
of Teaching and Learning

Yukon Koyukuk School District
Teaching and Learning Department

Yukon Koyukuk School District
Teaching and Learning Department

Yukon Koyukuk School District
Teaching and Learning Department

Yukon Koyukuk School District
Teaching and Learning Department
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Science in the Rockies

October 2019

Patty Woody,
CTE Coordinator

Several River and Raven teachers attended Science in the Rockies in July in Denver, Colorado. During this
conference participants learned about hands-on ways to teach science. The teachers came away from this
training excited to implement these ideas in the classroom. Some of the activities, including using a giant 6
-foot straw, making huge bubbles, a potato fight, using dry ice, and much, much more. It will be awesome
to see some of our future students pursue careers in science, technology, engineering, and math!
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October 2019

Denaakkenaage’/ Denakenaga’

Susan Paskvan,
Native Language Coordinator

‘Our Language’

In August, 2019 the Native Language Program published the Denaakk’e – Our Language: Koyukon Athabascan
Workbook for Elementary Learners. The vision for the Denaakk’e and Benhti language programs are for students to
enjoy speaking our languages with fluent speakers and with each other. The content of this workbook was decided
upon by fluent speakers, certified teachers, and the program staff. Through classroom instruction, online resources
and afterschool programs, the goal is for students to be able to speak in full sentences, answer questions, sing
songs and tell short stories. A workshop was held in September to translate the Benhti workbook, so publication
will be in October, 2019.

A student in Nulato looks over the food unit in the Denaakk’e workbook. Photo by Chane Beam

In September, the Koyukuk Tribal Council, in partnership with Tanana Chiefs Conference and Y-KSD, held a culture camp 24.5 miles
above Koyukuk. In this photo, students in teams of three, raced to
build a fire from scratch. Survival in the Alaskan outdoors is an
essential skill.

Language Specialist, Madeline Williams, of Johnny Oldman School counts with student in Kindergarten to 2nd grade class in Hughes.
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Denaakkenaage’/ Denakenaga’
‘Our Language’ continued

In September, 2019 The Rampart Village Council, in partnership with Tanana Chiefs Conference and Y-KSD, held a
culture camp 10 miles above Rampart. Here, “Bear” Wiehl
demonstrates skinning a tl’eghes (loche AKA burbot) that
they caught at the creek above Rampart. After we dissected
it the students were amazed that two little fish were inside
it’s belly. One student asked me “wait a minute, if it has
sperm, how does it have two baby fish inside it’s stomach?”

October 2019

Susan Paskvan,
Native Language Coordinator

Dleł Hutaaneets Saakkaay Kkaa Ch’eleek, Rampart
Dancers, sing the Gold Miner’s Song at the AASB Conference. They report it’s been 100 years since their group
has sung and they have 100% school participation.

Noolaagh Doh dancers sang five songs to the Alaska Association of School Boards (AASB) in Fairbanks. Congratulations to
the AASB Superintendent of the Year, Kerry Boyd. Ms. Boyd is a strong advocate for the Native language program at YKSD.
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Denaakkenaage’/ Denakenaga’
‘Our Language’ continued

October 2019

Susan Paskvan,
Native Language Coordinator

Online Resources:
There are several opportunities for parents and community members to learn either Denaakk’e or Benhti Kokht’ana
Kenaga’. Please feel free to contact Susan Paskvan at spaskvan@yksd.com for further information.

Voicethread:
Song Denaa Oho: For Us; For Our People. Learn the language song in both Denaakk’e and Benhti: https://voicethread.com/
share/13076998/

Mukurtu:
Access online materials on songs, clothing lessons, and online dictionary in both Denaakk’e and Benhti: https://mukurtualaska.libraries.wsu.edu/

Doyon Languages Online:
Access Denaakk’e and Benhti lessons through audio, video and literacy materials.

Maintenance Department

By Gale Bourne,
Direct of Facilities

Annual Asbestos Notification
SERRC has completed a comprehensive asbestos inspection and management plan for the Yukon Koyukuk School
District. This report is available for your inspection during normal school hours (8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.) at the District
Office and on line at https://www.yksd.com/
As a result of the inspection performed by SERRC, asbestos-containing building materials (ACBM) were identified
and their condition assessed. The areas noted have been encapsulated, or removed by the District. A long range
plan for handling the materials has been developed.
An ongoing operations and maintenance program which includes periodic surveillance and reinspections has been implemented by the District and will remain in effect until all ACBM has been
removed from District facilities. Please direct any concerns to Gale Bourne, Director of Facilities, at
(907) 374-9404.
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Business Office Money Matters
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Kristen Winters,
Chief Financial Officer

Our audit is well underway and it is a good time to share some facts and figures from the Business Office. During
the 2018-2019 fiscal year the Business Office:


Processed 3,720 payroll checks to 378 employees;



Processed over $5.5M in employee benefit payments to nearly 20 state and federal agencies and
health/life benefit plans;



Generated 6,328 purchase orders;



Issued almost 5,700 accounts payable payments;



Accounted for $33.3M in expenditures: General Fund $18.9M, Special Revenue Funds $6.9M; and
Capital Projects $7.5M;



Managed ten river site food service programs that served 59,722 meals: 21,756 breakfast and
37,966 lunch meals;



Ensured account coding accuracy using over 4,165 account codes, 48 separate funds and 20 student
activity accounts; and

It was a busy year and we could not have done it without the assistance and cooperation of all our staff and
employees.
Thank you,

Your Business Office Team
Kristen Winters, Andie Levesque, Kyle Crane, Susan Erickson, Patty Hill, Rachel Lyle, Victoria Patsy, and Kathy Steckel

A Bite from Food Service
The YKSD mission statement indicates that our priority is to provide our students with the “skills and
knowledge necessary to become contributing members of their families, communities and society”. One
of those skills is service, which was exemplified in Jimmy Huntington School during September. Three students (pictured right to left: Mia, Hannah and Alissa)
recognized a need in their school and strove to fill it
by volunteering in the cafeteria; cleaning tables, serving food, washing dishes- you name it. Armed with
hairnets and gloves, these students served approximately 75 delicious meals in a matter of minutes. One
student, with a huge smile on his face, made the comment “I’m filled with love!” after eating the chicken
alfredo these students served for lunch. Thank you
for your service, ladies! We’re filled with love too.

Rachel Spencer,
Food Service Technician
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Technology Corner

October 2019

Daniel Barnes,
Technology Supervisor

New Knowledge Based and Ticketing System
ZenDesk is our new site for hosting our knowledge base and support ticket system. We've moved over all of our old
walkthroughs and added a few new ones! Check them out here. If you're in need of technology assistance, you can
still send an email to support@yksd.com and a support ticket will be opened automatically - easy!

Replacing Zoom with BlueJeans
We've shifted our video teleconferencing over to the BlueJeans platform. While it is similar to Zoom in many
respects, it has a number of enhancements that put it ahead of our prior teleconferencing solution. Since moving to BlueJeans, we've noticed an improvement in visual and audio quality in all of our calls, and call dropping
has been reduced significantly. Additionally, BlueJeans is more cooperative with the endpoints we have deployed at all of our schools, and we were able to add Google calendar integration for one-click meeting creation
and joining. We have a few tutorials for getting set up with BlueJeans in our aforementioned knowledge base.

New Cacheboxes Deployed to Schools
We are continuing to visit every school and install Appliansys
Cacheboxes to help alleviate bandwidth congestion. The cacheboxes store heavily-requested website content such as pictures and
videos on a news site, or the logos and thumbnails on our
webpage. When users on the network visit the same site, the contents can be delivered from a local source rather than being downloaded all over again through the limited internet connection.
We've seen a bandwidth savings of up to almost 68% at the schools
we were fortunate enough to be able to visit. We're excited to roll
these out districtwide so everyone can enjoy the benefits.
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AK Grad by the Numbers 2018 ~ 2019

October 2019

Christina Hum,
Coordinator - Teacher

AK Grad is growing! As we continue to evaluate the needs of students, AK Grad has made changes to better meet
the needs of our student population. We have added over 100 new courses that are at different learning levels:
Launch, Accelerate, Expand and Exceed. Each level provides core and elective courses as well as credit recovery options that build student skills for mastering workforce and life skills such as time management, goal setting, communication, etc. Our primary 2019 Goal is to increase student completion rates to increase graduation rates. Students
say, “I like that we are able to turn in work when we need to and we can take our time on every lesson and test
too.” and “That you can message your teachers if you’re stuck.” and “I like that you can communicate with your
online instructor.”
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YKSD STEM Coding Adventures

October 2019

Christina Hum,
Coordinator - Teacher

YKSD has begun STEM adventures in the Elementary classroom, and is helping to lead
the way to implementing the new Alaska State Coding Standards. Christina Hum,
YKSD’s new STEM Coordinator, has been invited to elementary classrooms to help teachers get started with teaching
their students’ elements of computer science that include,
critical thinking, logic, persistence and creativity. Students
are getting a chance to experience and excel at problem
solving through a variety of subject areas, including science,
math and digital citizenship. Teachers and students are discovering that computer science is not just about coding, but
really problem solving and collaboration through both hands on activities off the computer, called unplugged activities, and coding challenges on the computer. Just like computer
scientists in the field, students also learn to maintain a journal of bugs, problems, solutions
and ideas for new creations. Be sure to give a big shout out to teachers Christi Nixon, Sara
Titus, Tim Main, Peggy Bruno, Annette Moses, Hannah Graham, Noah Graham, Judy Madros and students in Rampart, Ruby, Minto, Nulato, Kaltag, and Huslia for being brave and
adventurous in exploring this new frontier of computer science!

10th Annual Fun Run

By Andrea Durny, Coordinator
of Student Support and Testing

Top Runners by Category
The Fun Run continues to be a wonderful event
across the district. Each student who registered received a free
t-shirt. Thank you to the teachers
and parents for working with our students to fill in
their Healthy Lifestyles Activity Logs as we work together with our communities to promote health
and wellness within our
schools. Trophies will be
mailed to the top 3 runners in each category.
Thank you to all of our
sites for your participaAllakaket
tion and coordination
efforts in making this
event happen for our
students. For a complete
list of runners times,
please see your schools
front office.
Huslia

Grades K-1, 1/2 mile
1. Kyla Roberts, Minto. 4:15
2. Mattie Fischer, Huslia. 4:19
3. Carson Williams, Huslia. 4:21
Koyukuk

Grades 3-7, 1 mile
1. Latrill Wholecheese, Huslia. 8:04
2. Ruth Rox, Allakaket. 8:13
3. Kellian Kriska, Nulato. 8:23
Grades 8-12, 3.1 miles

Nulato

1. Seth Turenne, Minto 18:16
2. Clayton Wiehl, Minto 18:40
3. Travis Madros, Nulato 18:48

Kaltag

Allakaket
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Assessment Department News

October 2019

Patty White, Director of School
Operations and Assessments

This fall has been a busy time for District Assessments. We began the year with all students, grades K-11, taking the
Northwest Education Association Measure of Academic Progress (NWEA MAP) assessments, in September. We
have completed these assessments 3 times per year for grades 3 – 12 for the past eight years. All MAP testing is
completed on the computer and scored immediately, which provides teachers with needed information right away.
As an added benefit, the computerized tests give our student experience with testing on a computer, which will be
the testing method for the State of Alaska Test, PEAKS, in the Spring of 2020. PEAKS results from Spring 2019 were
mailed to parents in September. If you have questions on your child’s scores, please talk to your teacher or principal or call the district office. To see your school’s data, the state had a new website where you can see one school
or compare schools, go to
https://education.alaska.gov/compass/
Upcoming District assessments include: MAP mid-year
testing January 8-24; ACCESS test for student with Limited
English Proficiency in February and March; the annual State
of Alaska test, PEAKS – March 30- May 1; and MAP end of
year testing April 27–May 14.
Please feel free to contact Andrea Durny at
adurny@yksd.com, 374-9424 or Patty White at
pwhite@yksd.com, 374-9407 if you have any questions or
would like more information regarding District Assessments.

Youth Boarding & Leadership News
YKSD Home Away Program:
YKSD been accepting applications for students in grades 8-12 for families
who met eligibility requirements. This reimbursement program is intended
to assist families with the cost of housing a student who may need additional tangible supports in reaching their academic goals and doesn’t want
to leave the cultural/family setting. Applications are reviewed by a committee for approval. The application process for FY20 YKSD Home Away
Program is now closed.
For more information please contact Andrea Durny, adurny@yksd.com,
907-374-9424

By Andrea Durny, Coordinator
of Student Support and Testing
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Area Wide Student Council (AWSC)
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By Andrea Durny, Coordinator
of Student Support and Testing

We are entering our 11th year with the district wide student council which is comprised of one to two student representatives from each site. Site representatives are either nominated or elected at their location. This is a great
leadership opportunity for our students; the officers meet once a month over VTC to give their site reports. The
first AWSC meeting took place October 8th. The president services as the Student School Board Representative,
presenting the AWSC report at the YKSD Board meetings.
FY20 AWSC Members
Allakaket- Rhea Lilus
Hughes– Crystalee Sam and Lewis Williams
Huslila- Talia Henry

Kaltag- Calvin McGinty
Koyukuk- Morgan Malamute
Minto– Chad Roberts
Nulato– Cloe Sipary and Cierra Sommer
Ruby– Ryan Greenway
Rampart– Vacant

Phlight Club

By Andrea Durny, Coordinator
of Student Support and Testing

Was held at Camp Bingle located on Harding Lake August 1-3. This opportunity was open to all students from YKSD
and the Fairbanks area. Afterwards students who participated met up at the Tanana Valley State Fair. Travel was paid
for by the Resolve Grant. Derek Peterson was our main presenter. While at camp we focused on making connections
with adult anchors to build our webs of support and resiliency. Students also participated in outdoor games, swimming, student leadership and fun. This was such a beautiful weekend to spend at camp; the staff was great! We had
access to the lake boats, bunk cabins, running water, fire pit and the food was marvelous. It is great to see the student’s leadership continue to grow, learning to build webs of support for themselves and connecting with adults in
their villages.
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A-CHILL Grant
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Kathy Turco,
A-CHILL Coordinator

Our A-CHILL students had an exciting new school year start with an outdoor classroom opportunity to learn science and culture at a Yukon River
Fish Camp. The fish camp is located not far from the Yukon River Bridge on
the Dalton Highway. Itinerant A-CHILL teacher, Mari Hoe-Raitto, has owned
the camp to fish for her sled dogs for over 30 years. She collaborated with
University of Alaska-Fairbanks biochemistry researcher, Kriya Dunlap to
make the learning camp possible. Aligned with A-CHILL goals,
the UAF project design is to provide scientific research opportunities for
rural Alaskan high school students interested in pursuing a career in science. A total of thirty YKSD and AGSD students from Rampart, Huslia, Nulato, Eagle, Northway and Tetlin along with up to twelve western and cultural
instructors participated in the two 4-day camps between August 28 and
September 8.
Camp instructors included A-CHILL school and culture teachers, a project principal investigator
and assistant, a research botanist and assistant, a veterinarian, a cook, and carpentry and photography instructors, who were also camp helpers. There were up to three adult volunteers and
twelve dogs of different breeds at each camp. Every day the students
took care of the dogs, and learned to catch and prepare fish. They
would also collect and cut wood and start a fire. They learned to make
native art such as beading, fur sewing, and basket making. Students
kept journals and some will continue aspects of the UAF research over
the school year. Rampart students wrote thank you notes to the camp faculty as part of their
class.
In their village, YKSD high and middle school students are enrolled in an Alaska Culture- Dog Mushing class in Rampart, Nulato, Minto, Huslia and Ruby. A-CHILL teachers are excited to collaborate
with local dog mushers and cultural teachers. In Hughes, Kaltag, Ruby and Minto, teachers are willing to stay after so school so high, middle and elementary school students can enroll in the A-CHILL
After-school Program/Club. There are RAVEN students in both Allakaket and Manley interested in
enrolling in distance A-CHILL classes with In-kennel classes taught by local dog musher teachers.
In villages with sled dogs and local dog musher teachers, students attend weekly In-Kennel classes
to learn about dog health and care. As in the distant past, the main activity in the fall is fishing for
the dog’s food! Some students are also involved in preparing the dog yards for winter. This includes
building doghouses, jogging with the dogs and clearing training trails. With snow on its way, hunting
and winter preparations coming to an end; the locals are starting to sign up to teach the younger
generation their cultural knowledge! The dogs can’t wait for the snow!
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Ella B. Vernetti School

October 2019

Patty White, Principal

Ella B. Vernetti School welcomes Mr. Duane Sipary as the grades 5-8 teacher and Oscar Dayton as the Maintenance/custodian and welcomed back the returning staff, Priscilla Williams and Marie Dayton. Students have been
working diligently in all their classes this first quarter and have learned a great deal as demonstrated on their MAP testing. Students showed great
improvement in Reading and Math on the Fall
MAP assessment given in September!
A VERY BIG Thank you to Gana-A’Yoo Corporation
for their generous $25,000 donation to Ella B. Vernetti School. The staff and CSC are developing a
plan on how to best use these funds for the benefit of all students.
Students enjoyed the District Fun Run in September. Students attended a Culture Camp in early
September and have been learning from community members throughout the fall activities of
berry picking and moose hunting. The students
are looking forward to middle school basketball
and are working on fund raising activities for an
end of year field trip possibly to San Diego, California.

Back row: Curtis Gilbert, Diedre Dayton, Duane Sipary, Dazlyn Dayton, William
Dayton (Gana-A'Yoo Board Member), Kay Dee Harris (CSC Chairperson), Priscilla Williams, Sherrie Pilot, Marie Dayton Front row: Annie Dayton, Debbie Dayton, Milla Harris, Carter Dayton - Brasket, Davita Harris, Shaylee Dayton, Sasha
Dayton, Eliza Jones

Jimmy Huntington School

Brandy Henderson, Teacher

The Kindergarten through 2nd graders went on a berry picking adventure. The students had lots of fun and we were
able to store some berries for winter baking projects.
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Merreline A. Kangas School

October 2019

Mike Day,
Principal –Teacher

Mrs. Washburn’s class
We have had a great start in school! We are learning daily! We know that we
will make mistakes, but mistakes are good and show us what we need to know.
So, when we make mistakes we don’t cry because we know we will get better if
we try. Our Class Rules are to treat others the way we would want others to
treat us and take care of our stuff.

Our Day: We are learning Zoo Phonics… don’t be surprised if you have Peewee penguin walking around saying /p/ or
Kayo kangaroo forming a k with their body as they kick and say /k/. Each animal has a gross motor motion that will be
refined into a fine motor motion and has a letter and sound associated with it. It is an amazing program. Math: We
use Acellus for math development. This allows the students to grow at a rate that is paced by the student growth.
Reading & Writing: We use Smarty Ants for part of our reading program. It also grows as your child grows. As a
teacher I am able to help students on skills they need help with at the time they are needing it. We read using the
Shared Reading strategies. This allows me to teach targets the students are having difficulties in or pre-teach strategies coming up. We write using Shared Writing strategies. I write while they dictate or they will write with my support. For both Shared Reading and Shared Writing, the targets can be at many levels allowing all students to grow.

Read Alouds are simply reading to the students while they are engaged in the reading. This means they are listening and answering
and asking questions at appropriate times. Your child’s attention
span should be 15 minutes long. This means they should be able to
listen to a book or draw and write or read or play for 15 minutes at

We are participating in the A-CHILL, Alaska- Care and Husbandry Instruction for Lifelong Living, a program started by George Attla. Our
local dog expert is Nate. We will visit his dog yard and he will teach us
about being a musher. He will explain what it takes to be a responsible dog owner and all about mushing. I am looking for experts in
beading, basket making, Kuspic makers, and anything else that you
believe might add to the rich culture our students come from. I would
like to bring you into our classroom!
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Merreline A. Kangas School

continued

October 2019

Mike Day,
Principal –Teacher

Mrs. Titus’ class
Sara's class is off to a fantastic start! We've mastered reading and math routines and our days are running smoothly. The best part of our day is when we dive into a STEM lesson or Computer Science. My kids are loving
everything STEM, especially the Steve Spangler materials brought back from the summer training. We've played with
Energy Sticks, baby soda bottles, UV beads, jelly marbles, and even tye dyed with Sharpies! Christina Hum visited our
class earlier last month and we've become addicted to coding. The kids love the Angry Birds and always ask when
they can get back on Code.org!

Mrs. Brown’s class
The junior high class in Ruby is off and running. We have started the year off reading about our elder Billy McCarty, Sr.
A lot of interesting new vocabulary words were introduced to us through this biography. We are also learning about
the structure and function of our national government. Through A-CHILL we are planning for a fantastic year. Many of
our community members will be coming in sharing their cultural knowledge in beading, cooking, tanning, and other
exciting activities. We are very excited to get ready for the Iditarod to come through also.

Mr. Day’s class
It has been a wonderful 1st quarter in Ruby. We are working hard to move the students forward in Math and Science.
This quarter the students have been learning about cells and how they function in both the animal and plant life. They
are looking forward to next quarter when we will begin dissecting various animal species. In woodshop the students
worked extremely hard in cleaning out the woodshop and began organizing it so they will be able to begin building
work tables. In the meantime, they have been working on their carving project and making Adirondack chairs.
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Merreline A. Kangas School

continued

October 2019

Mike Day,
Principal –Teacher

School Happenings
The first of the year we had our open dish dinner and our Teacher Meet and Greet with the community. Everyone had a wonderful time and the new teachers were able to tell the community a little about themselves. We
also had our Literacy Night, again this was well attended and everyone had a wonderful time. Sara Henderson
did a fantastic job in organizing it and presenting it to the community. Our Open House was a great success and
it was followed by bingo and we were able to raise a lot of money for our student activities account. All of the
students participated in the annual Fun Run, we had great weather. The students really enjoyed themselves and
a special thanks to Andrea Durny for all the hard word that she does to organize this event. Our Archery Club
meets every Monday and Friday after school. We have five students who have decided to participate in the club.
We are hoping that we will be able to earn enough money to travel to the National Archery competition this year.
Nate Titus has volunteered to be our Basketball coach for the 5th to 8th grade students. They are looking forward
to attending one or more of the tournaments in the area.

The Student’s Inspiration:

Each day the students return to school with enthusiasm and motivation to
continue on their path to success. It is going to be a fantastic year.

Allakaket School

Sarah Bailey, Teacher

Allakaket has been undergoing many changes this year. We are currently in our phase 1 of the school remodel, which is coming along nicely. We are also very happy to announce the arrival of two new wonderful
teachers, Terri Schuetz and Judith Withers. We are so very happy to have them on our team! We have started a new Art Club program that meets once a week and learns about the different styles and techniques in
art. The school baby, Simeon, will be celebrating his first birthday this month! He sure is spoiled with all
these Aunties and Uncles and Grandparents around here (Staff and Spouses)! Sounds like the middle and
high school will be getting into dissection.... AWESOME! We are looking forward to a year of growth and
learning with an absolutely amazing bunch of kids!
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Patty White, Principal

We have started strong at Johnny Oldman School! We were so pleased that both of our teachers and all our support staff returned for the new school year! Students completed the MAP benchmark assessments in September.
The students made great growth from last fall!
We have already had so many wonderful learning experiences this quarter! Paint mixing, writing and sharing, and
learning about animal life cycles are only a few things we have been busy with at Johnny Oldman School. We’ve
also had a blast in Music class, exploring Alka-Seltzer rockets, apple stamping, and making glow in the dark slime.
Each day has been filled with hands-on learning as we dive into Computer and Art Club after school. We look forward to the rest of the school year.
Many attended the activities at Johnny Oldman's STREAM (Science, Technology, Reading, Engineering, Art, and
Math) night on October 2. The event included a light dinner, a new book for each child, and multiple activity
stations. Children and adults participated and enjoyed learning together. Thank you to Sara Henderson for organizing and assisting with the event!
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Vicky Charlie, Principal

The 2019 Minto Memorial Potlatch in memory of Evelyn Alexander was held September 26th-28th. Prior to the Potlatch teachers and students began studying and learning about Evelyn through her book. Teachers then created lessons and digital books about Evelyn. Our students gained much more context about who Evelyn was and the things
that she did in her lifetime before the Potlatch
began. The week of the Potlatch each afternoon
was spent in mixed groups and focused on
learning cultural skills. Students made and contributed blueberry jam, beaded bracelets and
baked goods. They also learned how to build a
fire, how to cut fish, they made fish ice cream
and jarred moose meat. People came from the
lower 48 and throughout Alaska to join in this
celebration for such an amazing lady who gave
so much of her time in teaching cultural traditions and teaching songs and dance to anyone
who was willing to learn. Hats off to our staff
and students for being so involved in everything!

Evelyn Alexander ~ Digital Book

Peggy Bruno, Teacher

Welcome to the digital book, Alaska Grandma - Evelyn Alexander that grades 4-5 created plus the artwork from
Minto's culture week. This is how we honored this beloved elder during the memorial potlatch. It is complete
with artwork, student audio, and Benhti translations from the team at UAF. Use the link below and the password
Y6WYP to access.

https://app.bookcreator.com/library/-LCZuvBjLrUvBXan97sV/
XxoApdHRxeQkkQ3GOcJQV1X1FLq1/DX8nZTLBQdislT45jXnkZg/
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Charles Burns, Principal

Greetings from Kaltag!
The 2019-2020 school year is off to a great start! We have a whole new energized and positive teaching staff! At
our Open House/Meet the Teachers night we held a potlatch dinner that was attended by many community members.
Hannah and Noah Graham have joined our team. Hannah is teaching our K-3. She has her class working and growing! The students are showing an enjoyment for learning and the classroom has a positive, calming environment!

Noah is working with our 4-6th graders and our three high schoolers. He has his students focused on improving their
reading and math skills. He has also served as a chaperone for the villages’ native dance group and is going to serve
as our middle school basketball coach! It is great to have a young married teaching couple working at our site!
Though we were sad to see Ms. Nancy retire last year the students are very happy to have Zonya Harris join our
team! Zonya is working with our 7-8th graders. Her students are making great strides in Reading and math! She is
also teaching them Civics and Science. They do interesting and educational science projects weekly. She is also
coaching our Electronic Sports team!
The school has a new, fresh feel to it! The certified staff meet daily to provide feedback and support to each other
and the classified staff continue to work well with the students and teachers. The students from top to bottom are
working harder than I’ve seen them work the past few years! The door is always open for community and family
members to stop by and see the great things happening at Kaltag School!
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Written by Students:
Nekoya, Leonard, Joni, Darian

Warrior Times – Attending Fish Camp with A-CHILL
We went to fish camp on August 28 and returned on September
1. The camp was sponsored by A-CHILL (www.achill.life). There
were students from Huslia, Eagle, Nulato, and Rampart. The
teachers at the fish camp were Mr. Matt, Mari Hoe-Raitto, Molly
Murphy, Jayme Dittmar, Peter Miller, Amanda Attla, and Erik.
Erik is from Switzerland and he is a good carpenter. Ms. Amanda is the daughter of George Attla.
We usually began work around 9 am until 5 pm. At 12 pm, we
would take a break and have lunch. At 5 pm, we would have
dinner and relax. After that, we would sit down by the fire and
talk. When it got dark we told scary stories. Around 10 pm, the
younger kids (middle school and lower) would go to sleep.
Each day, we would get up and go to four different learning activities. These were: Woodworking, Plant Identification, Animal Science, and Fishing.

Woodworking
We worked with Erik to build a treehouse. It is for storage and possibly a place to sleep. My team wasn't there for
the other things, but we helped make the ladder.
We made the ladder by cutting trees at about 9 ft. Then we limbed the trees with a knife or hatchet, and carry
them down to the work area. After, one of the teachers would shave the trees and then we attached the ladder
rungs.

Testing plants for bacteria
Students from different villages tested different plants for bacteria. Some of the students collected plants like
mushrooms and lichen to test. Other students collected berries and leaves. The experiment was to see if these
plants had bacteria that would make people sick.

Animal Dissection
A veterinarian, named Molly Murphy, brought dead animals to
the camp so we could figure out how these animals died. We did
this by dissecting the animal. She brought a rooster and a cat.
We think that a dog killed the rooster by breaking its neck.
The cat died by getting into a fight with another cat. His lung
popped and he suffocated to death. Students figured this out by
cutting open the cat’s chest and seeing the lung as small as the
heart when it is supposed to fill the chest completely.
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continued

Plant Identifying
Peter Miller, a botanist, helped us identified different fungi and
berries. He told us that fungi are like the internet of the woods.
Mushrooms send messages to and from different plants. So,
through the fungi, all of the plants are connected.
He also gave us facts about different berries, like low bush cranberries and high bush cranberries. High bush cranberries and
low bush cranberries are not related in any way. High bush cranberries are not cranberries. We also spoke about rose hips
which are a good source of Vitamin C.

Fishing
Setting the net: At first we untangled the net. We used a gas can as a float. And we used a rock as an anchor. We
would drive away, then throw the anchor as far as we could.
Check the net: Checking the net is one of my favorite things to do. First, we will drive up to the net, pull the net on
the boat, and then untangle the fish from the net. We would put them in a container. After that, I would break
their necks. Mrs. Mari taught me how to break the fish’s neck. A pike bit me. I was wearing gloves so only one
tooth got me.

Cutting the fish: I didn't get to cut fish but it was fun watching Mrs. Mari and Mr. Matt do it. I checked what was in
fish heads for a little. Then I started to hand Mrs. Mari the fish.
Processing the fish: I didn't really see what they did to process the fish. But, I know Mrs. Mari makes some good
jerky. What she did with the jerky was cut some meat off of the fish back, then smoke it.
With the dog fish, we would cut from the top then go down and stop at the tail. We would hang the fish up, then
smoke it for the dogs.

Social Activities
At night we would tell scary stories. Mr. Matt told us stories
about aliens and a haunted nunnery. Amanda told us about the
stick dance, and others told us stories about bigfoot or other
native stories. All the students got to tell stories too.
On Saturday it was nice. After the activities, we decided to go
swimming at the Big Salt river. It was cold.
This was a great experience and I think everyone should have a
chance to go. The teachers were nice, the kids were friendly,
and the activities were fun. We hope we get to go again someday.
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Andrew K. Demoski School
As part of the Alaska History course, the students created log cabins out of natural resources and built a miniature village. This taught many lessons, such as
how Athabascan homes were built, how hard they were to make, and the importance of natural resources. The following lesson involved traditional stories.
Three elders, Rita Esmailka, Paulina Stickman, and Pauline Peter, came in to
share their traditional stories and knowledge of the history of Nulato. While visiting the school, they decided to look at the little village the students made.
They were very impressed with it and said that several of the cabins looked like
the ones they grew up in. (Photo to the left: Mr. Nixon helping a student build
a model of a fish wheel. )
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Josephine McGinty,
Principal Aide
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Luke Meinert,
Assistant Superintendent

Raven Homeschool is off to another great year! We’re currently providing services to over 1700 students
throughout our state.
Here are a few highlights from our offices!

Raven Homeschool ~Anchorage
We ended the month with a great Backto-School party! We had snacks, games,
prizes and went bowling as a big group!
It was a great afternoon and we loved
seeing so many of our families.

Raven Homeschool ~ Juneau
Our Yearbook Committee is back up and running after assembling a wonderful 2018-19
Yearbook and taking a break over the summer,
and we’re looking forward to producing another
quality yearbook for 2019-2020. We kicked off
the year by making a video advertisement to
promote pre-ordering early for a discount and
to encourage submissions for our Yearbook
Cover Design Contest. Check out our September
video ad here: https://youtu.be/cGiF585j7uU?
list=PLQYZ. We are looking forward to continuing to meet monthly and seeing what awesome
artwork gets submitted for our contest.
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Raven Homeschool ~Wasilla
As Autumn leaves fall and the season changes, Raven flies into the end of the first quarter of this school
year. September at the Wasilla office was super charged with activities and events! We enjoy seeing so
many students - regulars and new faces - in the office for workshops, classes, and clubs. Lego club,
Quilter's club, Games club, Bowling club, and 4-H club all got started in September. Raven students had
two Crafternoon craft days in August. First, Teacher Joy facilitated rock painting - where students
chose a bug or butterfly as a model and painted their rocks to match. Later in the month, Mrs. Keller
led a fall craft, in which students decorated glass mason jars in an autumn theme, with mod podge and
tissue paper. Each student received a battery-powered candle to place in the jar to complete the cozy
look. Math Mondays began in September. Raven offers free math classes for students in grades K
through 3rd, which focus on basic math fluency, engaging students with math games and group activities. The younger children are being taught by both Teacher Joy and Teacher Kim. Our local vendor Mrs.
Horning offers a math class on Mondays for 4th through 10th grade students, focusing on improving
math skills and mastering math concepts related to each
student's individual ILP courses. Mr. Bergey's Spectacular
Science Workshops were a huge hit this month! Students
explored the following science topics: Plastics & Foams,
Physics of Toys, Extracting Heavy Metals, All About Oils,
Chemistry of Colors, and Frog Dissection. Watch for more
Spectacular Science Workshops coming soon! Culinary Cook
-Off this month was a success - we had twelve participants
bring in pasta dishes, and our local Army National Guard
guys came out to judge the competition. September Art
with Rocky explored the subject of salmon, and students
had fun creating their own salmon watercolors.
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