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YKSD Regional School Board Election Results Superintendent Boyd 

Meteor Lands Close to Kaltag Superintendent Boyd 

The Alaska Volcano Observato-

ry’s Kenai infrasound array set 

off alarms on Oct 15.   It was 

not volcanic activity but a bright 

meteor (“fireball”) streaking 

across the sky ~ 360 mi away.  

 

Scientists from UAF’s Geophysi-

cal Institute and the Alaska Vol-

cano Observatory used a net-

work of infrasound sensors 

across the state to locate 

source of event ~ landing about 

40 mi from Kaltag. 

 
Good thing it didn't hit the 

school or community! 
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Happenings from the Office of   Gina Hrinko, Director  
of State and Federal Programs  

Happy Fall from the Federal Programs department (although it’s 

starting to look like winter here in Fairbanks)! We’re so excited 

that our schools were able to reopen, even with all of the neces-

sary protocols to keep everyone healthy and safe. Thank you to all 

staff for modeling these procedures for our  students so that they 

more fully understand how important it is to keep everyone 

healthy.  

 

We are excited to start the new school year off with a few new 

grant projects. The district recently received funding to continue 

student leadership activities and Phlight Clubs, offer more student 

choices/options in terms of CTE intensive sessions, and to continue 

our work with Native language by developing more supplemental ma- terials that support the new 

workbooks. Professional development will be provided to teachers on how to best use the work-

books and pronunciation videos will also be developed. Additionally, every school should have re-

ceived the first book distribution for students. It is our hope that students enjoy the opportunity to 

choose a fun book that they can add to their home collection and read with their family. 

 

Other happenings: Our migrant recruiters are busy interviewing families to see who will qualify 

as migrant. The migrant program provides qualified students with books, supplemental academic ma-

terials and enhanced learning through the use of technology. More information to come once the re-

cruitment process has been completed.  

 

A final thought – even in the midst of difficulty, lies opportunity. Always be on the lookout for 

creative ways to “reach” your students. If you have an idea for teaching a concept, or for implement-

ing a project as a supplement to what your students are learning in class, please reach out and let us 

know! We may have funding for the supplies/materials you need to implement your vision. As always, 

we appreciate your hard work and dedication to YKSD’s students and families! 

Thank you Gana-A’Yoo Limited  Superintendent Boyd 

The Yukon Koyukuk School District would like to thank Gana-A’Yoo Limited for their generous    

donations of $25,000 for the Andrew K Demoski, Kaltag, and Ella B. Vernetti Schools.  These dona-

tions are a reflection of Gana-A’Yoo Limited’s commitment to education.   Yukon Koyukuk School 

District is fortunate to have a great partnership with this organization. 
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Kristi Burns,  
Grants Coordinator 

STREAM kits were sent out to Ruby, Huslia, Allakaket, and 
Hughes.  Every family was also given a book to enjoy with their family. 
 

Each family in Ruby and Huslia were given camping themed activities to 
do at home.  Some of the activities were as follows:  marshmallow 
math, reading and writing about making s’mores.  They listed how it 
looked, tasted, felt, sounded, and smelled. The older students created 
a water filter out of a plastic water bottle. 
 

Each family in Allakaket and Hughes were given dinosaur themed activities to do at 
home.  Some of the activities were as follows:  dinosaur math board game, sorting snacks   
according to their shape, reading a story and doing a STEM activity with it.  The older stu-
dents created mini volcanoes.  
 

As for the remaining sites, be looking for the dinosaur themed kits within the next two 
months.  They are coming your way! 

STREAM Kits 

PreK students are enjoying fall themed units.  Recently, they worked on a pumpkin unit. They 
learned about the life cycle, measured the height and circumference, predicted if the   
pumpkin would sink or float, made pumpkin bread or pie, carved the pumpkins, ate the roast-
ed seeds, and took home mini pumpkins. 
 

All of Kaltag’s primary class enjoying pumpkins. 

Pumpkins 
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Business Office News Heather Heineken,  
Chief Financial Officer 

Heather Heineken has joined the Yukon-Koyukuk 

School District as the Chief Financial Officer.  Heather 

was raised in the Fairbanks community graduating from 

North Pole High School and then receiving a BBA in 

Management from UAF, BBA in Accounting and MBA in 

Management from UAS.  Heather has worked in a varie-

ty of positions including positions at the University of 

Alaska, with many small businesses across Alaska and 

her most recent position was the Director of Business 

Services and Risk Management Liaison for Fairbanks 

North Star Borough School District. Heather is married 

to Chad and they have two adult sons, Max, and Allan. 

She also has many four-legged children including dogs, 

cats, goats, and horses. 

Meet Heather Heineken Our New CFO 
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Rachel Spencer, 
Food Service 



Cristina Welker, Direct of Special  

Education and  Support Services 

What are these lessons my school counselor is  

offering over video? It’s Second Step!   

Second Step is a social-emotional learning program 

that teaches various social and emotional skills 

such as emotion recognition and management, em-

pathy, problem solving, bullying prevention, and 

goal setting.  YKSD utilizes the SEL, Bullying and 

Child Protection components for a comprehensive 

well-rounded program for our River students.  

Your awesome school counselors, Kela Gillihan, 

Jolene McGinty, and Patty Woody are enjoying 

reaching out to all of our classrooms and providing 

enriching, engaging lessons to our students! 

Meet Our New Registrar 

I love working for YKSD as a Registrar and part-time Adminis-

trative Assistant in the Wasilla Raven office.  I grew up in Wasil-

la and I'm a life-long Alaskan.  I attended Northwest University 

in Kirkland, WA, where I earned my Bachelor degree in Inter-

cultural Studies.  After undergrad, I moved back home, where I 

met my husband Stephen.  We now have two children, Fraeya 

and Gunnaer.  While juggling life as a mom, I earned my Master 

of Arts in Management from Wayland University.  I've worked 

for YKSD for almost four years now, starting out volunteering 

and then working part-time assisting the Wasilla office, and now 

I'm serving in my current role as Registrar/Admin Assistant.  

Rachael McDowell 
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Patty Woody, Minto School and Rampart 

School Itinerate Counselor & Career and 

Technical Education Coordinator 

Red Ribbon Week 
October 23 - 31 

Be Happy, Be Brave,  
Be Drug Free 
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October is National Bullying  
Prevention Month 

The goal: encourage schools, communities and organizations to work together to stop bullying and cyberbullying and 

put an end to hatred and racism by increasing awareness of the prevalence and impact of all forms of bullying on all 

children of all ages. 

October  2020  

Challenge Others To Be Kind 
 

Make kindness go viral with an act of kindness and challenge friends and classmates to pay it forward with their acts of 

kindness.  
 

Make a video of everyone doing acts of kindness and send it to your school counselor pwoody@yksd.com for Minto 

and Rampart, jmcginty@yksd.com for Nulato, Koyukuk, Kaltag, and Ruby; or Kela Gillihan at kgillihan@yksd.com. 

STAND UP for Others 
 

When you see someone being bullied, be brave and STAND UP for them. Bullies have been known to back off when 

others stand up for victims. If you don't feel safe get the help of an adult immediately. Be part of the solution -- not 

the problem! 
 

Share an inspirational video, poster, message, or story with your school counselor. 

Inclusion 
 

 Don't let anyone feel alone. Make it the week of #NOONEEATSALONE 

 Include other students in school activities 

 Include other students in afterschool activities 

 Invite someone you don't know that well to do something with you. Learn about each other. 

 At one point or another each of us has felt insecure, or stressed out, or alone. It is important to remind our 

friends and classmates that we are all in it together and we are there to listen and support each other. Use 

the hashtag #HereForYou on social media and the YKSD Facebook page to let your classmates know that 

they have your support and a person to reach out to if they ever need to talk.  

Conversations with Your Peers 
 

 Hold a discussion in your classroom where you allow students to openly 

speak and discuss their experiences with bullying and cyberbullying, and 

how these experiences have effected  them and how they dealt with these 

moments.       

 Discuss how you can change the culture of your school.  

 Share your ideas with your school counselor.  The best ideas will be shared 

online!  
 

 

Patty Woody, Minto School and Rampart 

School Itinerate Counselor & Career and 

Technical Education Coordinator 

For resources on preventing bullying visit this website Stomp Out Bullying 

mailto:pwoody@yksd.com
mailto:jmcginty@yksd.com
mailto:kgillihan@yksd.com
https://www.stompoutbullying.org/national-bullying-prevention-awareness-month


Thank You for Your Service By Gale Bourne,  Direct of  

Facilities and Maintenance 

The YKSD Maintenance Department would like to thank you 

Sigwien Cleveland for your many years of service at the Johnny 

Oldman School in Hughes. You ensured our school was com-

fortable, clean and safe through the cold winter months, keep-

ing the heat on, water thawed, ATVs running, and much, much 

more. Always cheerful and polite, it was a pleasure to work 

with you. So once again, we wanted to say, “Thank You!” You 

will be missed. 

Sigwien Cleveland hard at work. 
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Assessment Department News 
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Patty White, Assistant Superintendent, 

Distance Education and Assessments 

MAP Testing 

MAP Testing – All students in grades K-11 will take NWEA Measures of Academic Progress, MAP, assessments 

three times this school year. Teachers will analyze their student data and share individual student results with 

parents at Parent-Teacher conferences in October.  For students scoring below the average range in Reading 

and Math on MAP, teachers will set individual goals for students in Response to Intervention (RTI) plans.  The 

Fall window for MAP was Sept. 8-30.  School staff will analyze individual student growth reports and RTI plans 

and School Improvement Plans will be updated accordingly. 

By Andrea Durny, Coordinator 
of Student Support and Testing 

This fall has been a busy time for District Assessments.  We began the year with all students, grades K-11, 

taking the Northwest Education Association Measure of Academic Progress (NWEA MAP) assessments, in 

September.  We have completed these assessments 3 times per year for grades 3 – 12 for the past nine 

years.  All MAP testing is completed on the computer and scored immediately, which provides teachers with 

needed information right away.  As an added benefit, the computerized tests give our student experience 

with testing on a computer, which will be the testing method for the State of Alaska Test, PEAKS, in the 

Spring of 2021.   To see your school’s data, the state has a new website where you can see one school or 

compare schools, go to https://education.alaska.gov/compass/ 

 

Upcoming District assessments include:  MAP mid-

year testing January 11-29;  ACCESS test for student 

with Limited English Proficiency in February and 

March;  the annual State of Alaska test, PEAKS – 

March 29- April 30;  and MAP end of year testing 

April 26–May 13.   
 

Please feel free to contact Andrea Durny at 

adurny@yksd.com, 374-9424 or Patty White at 

pwhite@yksd.com, 374-9407 if you have any ques-

tions or would like more information regarding   

District Assessments. 

https://education.alaska.gov/compass/
mailto:adurney@yksd.com
mailto:pwhite@yksd.com
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   Districtwide Fun Run 

Grades K-1, 1/2 mile 

1. Greyson Madros, Nulato. 2.41  
2. Amara Kruger, Nulato. 2.46  
3. Cylar Sipary, Nulato. 2.53  
 

Grades 3-7, 1 mile 

1. Owen Bellamy, Hughes. 6.40  
2. Sasha Dayton, Koyukuk. 8.00  
3. Kyler Beetus, Hughes. 8.04  
 

Grades 8-12, 3 miles 

1. Travis Madros, Nulato. 19.36  
2. Kenneth Stickman. Nulato. 23.49  
3. Jared Henry, Huslia. 24.10  

Allakaket 

Hughes 

By Andrea Durny, Coordinator 
of Student Support and Testing 

The 11th Annual Fun Run took place October 2nd. Each year this    

continues to be a fun time for students and families alike. All students 

in grades K-12 were welcome to participate. Each site mapped out 

their route prior to the race and also kept the times. Students who 

participated were given a t-shirt. Trophies will be awarded to the top 

three runners in the district for each category. 

Koyukuk  

Top Runners by Category 

Nulato 

Huslia  
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Area Wide Student Council (AWSC) 

Nominations are now open for the AWSC. Currently are seeking two representatives from each site 

(Grades 8-12).  We will be reorganizing the Board at the first general meeting.  Seats filled so far are:  

By Andrea Durny, Coordinator 
of Student Support and Testing 

Hughes- Crystalee Sam and Lewis Williams 

Koyukuk- Dazlyn Dayton 

Ruby- Charles Ambrose and Mackenzie Sleeman 

Minto- Jackson Wolfe, Adrianna Charlie and Isaiah Alexander 

Huslia- vacant 

Nulato- vacant 

Kaltag- vacant 

Allakaket- vacant 

Rampart- vacant  

YKSD Home Away Program 

Formerly known as the Boarding Home Program, this program offers financial 

assistance to students in grades 8-12 who meet application requirements and 

want to remain or transfer into the village.  

Applications are accepted at the beginning of each school year; the FY21 registra-

tion period closed on October 2nd.   

By Andrea Durny, Coordinator 
of Student Support and Testing 

Kaltag Pumpkins By Andrea Durny, Coordinator 
of Student Support and Testing 

Thank you to Ann Neglaska for organizing a fundraising event to purchase every student a pumpkin to carve with 

their families. The pumpkins were purchased and delivered to each household by Kendra Ekada. Thank you to 

everyone who made this family activity possible.  

Caius McGinty with 

his pumpkin.  

Cadence Madros with 
her pumpkin.  



Teaching and Learning Department Chane Beam, Director  
of Teaching and Learning 
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Districtwide Math Activity Morris White, 

Math Specialist 

 

The Teaching and Learning Department hosted a Districtwide Math Activity Friday, October 16, 2020. 

The purpose of the event was to engage students in different YKSD schools in participating in a single 

math task.  
 

The students measured distances on the school basketball court and compared their measurements to 

one another.  
 

The math task will be done by all students in the school district: Grades K-2, 3-5. 6-8, and 9-12. The 

school district provided various measurement tools, such as yarn, rulers, yard sticks and even paper-

clips for students to use to make their measurements. 
 

There was a lot of excitement during the hour-long activity. Students were actively collecting data 

from their measurement and sharing the measurement with their teacher.  
 

Because of the success of this math activity, additional projects such as this will be held during the en-

tire school year.  
 

Thank you to all the students, teachers, administrators and consultants. We all worked together to 

bring place-based math to our classrooms. 



Resources 
In order to support our classroom teachers and students, the following resources have been uploaded to the Internet 

for our families: 

 

Google Classroom – each class has a Google Classroom.  Some classes have three separate classes, but they are all 

joined together as if it were one class.  For example, one class may have Allakaket, Hughes, and Huslia students.  In 

Google Classroom, students have links to a Native Language Bitmoji Classroom.  This allows them to have easy access 

to videos and recordings.  Classroom Assignments are also uploaded to their pages.  I use FlipGrid to record a video 

with a question: Nedaats’e ne’ooze’?; Nedats’e ne’uzra’?; What’s your name?  and students can record a video back 

with their responses.  
 

Go to YKSD.com/departments/Native Language.  Or use this link:   Native Language Online Resources.  
 

Youtube:  Susan Paskvan Channel link  
 

VoiceThread:  lessons where participants can record their voice. 
 

Doyon Languages Online:  Ten lessons in conversational style. 
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Denaakkenaage’  Hunek  Denakenaga’  
Khunek  ~  Native Language News 

Susan Paskvan,  

Native Language Coordinator 

Language Classes 
Denaakk’e is taught to a total of 18 classes across the district and Tanana City Schools.  One teacher, Annette Moses, 

is teaching it on site.  Benhti Kokht’ana Kenaga’ is taught in the two elementary classes in Minto.  Students receive 30 

minutes of direction instruction on a Monday/Thursday or Tuesday/Friday schedule.  Teachers and students have re-

sources to complement the instructions with online tools. 

Homeschool Kits and Online Resources 
Homeschool Kits were mailed out to new families at the two schools that shut down this fall.  The feedback from the 

spring homeschool kits were anecdotal.  Some families sent me comments that they enjoyed playing the games with the 

students.  No official survey was done to see if the families used the kits.   

Denaakk’e and Benhti Workbooks 
Holly Wofford and I received the final edits for the Denaakk’e and Benhti workbooks.  We had those published, along 

with posters, through local printing companies.  Since we started teaching in September, we finished Unit 1 Introduc-

tion, singing the Denaa Oho song, and started Unit 2.  We’ve had a few modifications by grade level, such as having 

students write out their Introduction in Google Classroom with a link to Google Docs.  It has been so much easier 

teaching with the workbooks in each student’s hands.  

Holly Wofford, Language Assistant, created this Bitmoji Classroom.  
Teachers and students can click on the icons to gain access to digital 
stories and video recordings in the two languages Benhti Kokht’ana 

Kenaga and the three dialects of Denaakk’e. 

Screen shot of John Rumrill’s 5th grade Denaakk’e class.   

https://www.yksd.com/Domain/25
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1_Gmy1k2GH6ZUXBwrICY0A/
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Chelsea Hurst,  Instructional 
Technology Supervisor 

YKSD has so many online programs that teachers and students can take 

advantage of.  Many of these programs can be found on the Classlink 

Launchpad.  The Classlink Launchpad is a one stop shop for teachers and 

students to easily log into online     programs without having to remember 

numerous usernames and passwords. One program on the Classlink 

Launchpad is ThinkCentral Science Fusion Virtual Labs. This program al-

lows Middle and High School students to enhance their science curriculum 

beyond the textbook by participating in virtual labs and science experi-

ments. Shout out to Cynthia Brown and her students for taking advantage 

of this great program! 

The State of Alaska and Code.org, a nonprofit computer science organization, have partnered to 

bring the opportunity to learn computer science to ALL students in Alaska. Code.org believes in 

providing access to learn computer science regardless of the skill level or background of teachers 

and students. Here at YKSD, we have big plans to bring computer science, specifically Code.org, to 

ALL students.  

Stay Tuned! December is the month of Computer Science. Students 

from all around the world will participate in the Hour of Code. The pur-

pose of Hour of Code is to promote computer science in classrooms 

across the globe. Code.org believes that all students should have access 

to computer science courses in the same capacity as algebra or biology. 

Not only does coding allow students to engage in a technology driven 

society, but gain essential problem solving skills necessary for the real 

world.  During the month of December, YKSD will provide several op-

portunities for students and teachers to engage in coding! 
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Our New AK Grad Teachers Daniel Barnes, 
Technology Supervisor 

We're pleased to welcome Jennifer Ingman and Richard Wilkin as the new teachers for AK Grad! Jennifer 

and Richard both joined the program earlier this summer, and have quickly settled into their unique roles 

helping hundreds of students statewide reach their graduation goals. The AK Grad program is very fortu-

nate to have teachers with the expertise and enthusiasm of their caliber. Here's a little bit more about 

them in their own words: 

I am an Online Instructor for AKGrad. I grew up in Alaska and 

have been teaching in the state since 2015. I have always been 

curious about the world, so it was natural for me to pursue math 

and science. My goal as a teacher is to make learning math and 

science an enjoyable experience for my students. In my free time 

I love being outdoors, either fishing or hiking.  

Jennifer Ingman 

Richard Wilkin 

Greetings and salutations! My name is Mr. Wilkin and I am an 

Online Teacher of English and Social Studies at AK Grad. I've been 

in Alaska since 2018 after having lived overseas (South Africa, Unit-

ed Arab Emirates, and China) for 17 years. I've been in education 

for 18 years and have spent time in various roles including teacher, 

coach, principal, and head of school. I love spending time with my 

wife and children, outdoor activities, and pretty much all sports. I 

really enjoy working with students and seeing growth and develop-

ment. 
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Johnny Oldman School 
 

In the Middle School Class, we have been immersing our-

selves in ancient world history! Beginning with the stone 

age and progressing towards ancient Egypt, we have 

worked on several projects to better understand the 

peoples and cultures from 5000+ years ago. Activities 

have included creating our own cave paintings with char-

coal, designing stone tools, molding sun-dried mud bricks, 

and most recently, writing, filming, and editing a “local TV 

newscast” of Ancient Egyptian topics.  

 

The elementary students in Hughes were so excited for school! During the first week of 

school we held our belated Kindergarten Graduation. Mrs. Bellamy’s class has been hard at 

work exploring the design process; they created their own kites and problem-solved how to 

get their kites in the sky. Hands-on learning can be seen on a daily basis! A few activities we 

have worked on revolved around the scientific method. For instance: “Can seeds grow with-

out soil?” After changing the variable and conducting a second test we found that it is possi-

ble. Likewise, these scientists-in-training also observed how an egg's chemical properties can 

be changed in our "Can an egg bounce?” experiment. The children were able to use their 

senses and write in detail what happened over the course of a week.  

 

Our science lessons carry over into writing and reading as we also 

researched the Mars rover landings. After reading about the rover 

landings, we put into practice what we learned by creating a design 

for an egg drop device. The goal was to purchase materials with only 

$100, from Mrs. Bellamy’s classroom store, and to safely drop an egg 

from a 12-foot height. After discussing our first tests and redesigning, 

many students successfully dropped an egg without breaking it! 

Kristina and Andrew Bellamy, 

Teachers 
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Minto School  Heather Bjerke, Teacher 

What do Cinderella stories and pancakes have in common? They both originate from all over the world! This year, 

Ms. Bjerke's K-2 Minto classroom has been exploring both through our project-based learning project, 'The Perfect 

Pancake.'  Each week we read a Cinderella story and pair it with a pancake recipe from that region. The students 

write down information from the book so we can compare and contrast the Cinderella stories. We map where the 

story and recipe are from, and then we head to the kitchen and make the pancake recipes. The project is cross-

curricular and incorporates chemistry, biology, language arts, writing, mathematics, and geography. The students 

also tie-dyed masks and aprons to prepare for the project. We will continue with this project throughout the 

school year and have several more cumulative writing and science projects associated with it in the spring. Check 

out our blog!     https://hbjerke8.wixsite.com/theperfectpancake/home  

 

Things have been relatively quiet at Minto School, with the exception of having to close down for two weeks and 

move to remote learning due to positive COVID cases in our village. We were excited to hear that there would be 

no disruptions as far as visitors and sports during the first semester so that we could focus hard on academics. We 

were doing great for four weeks and were just about done with our MAP testing then we had to move to remote 

learning for two weeks. Now that we are back in session we are once again focused on academics. We will be meet-

ing individually with each student to review their MAP scores and look forward to gains for the winter 

benchmark. Despite being in a pandemic, the school climate is great! Students are happy to be at 

school again with their friends. There are no behavior issues and students are focused. We will contin-

ue to celebrate the little successes and are trying really hard to keep parents informed on happenings 

at the school and with their child. We know that the next seven weeks will fly by and that Christmas 

break will be here before we know it so we will remain focused on academics without  disruptions! 

Minto School News Vicky Charlie, Principal 

https://hbjerke8.wixsite.com/theperfectpancake/home
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Dee Washburn, 
Teacher 

Merreline A. Kangas School  
Pre-K –2nd Grade  (Mrs. Washburn) 
We are in school and loving it! “My learning begins with me!” We have a beautiful classroom and it is filled with beau-

tiful children and their laughter, smiles, and learning minds. Here are a few pictures of what we are learning.  

We are learning how to social distance while we learn how to build with blocks, read silently, and use manipulatives to 

build arrays and count them. We are also learning how to read and write and get along with our friends.  

3rd—6th Grade  (Mrs. Titus) 
Reading:  My students have dove head first into Accelerated Reader and are loving it!  They are finding so many 

great books at their reading level, both in our classroom library and on MyOn.  So many students have already been 

taking AR tests and earning points toward the first "point club" goal.  We've also enjoyed reading books aloud as a 

class.  We recently finished The Unlikely Adventures of Mabel Jones - a great book about booger picking and pirates! 

 

Math: IXL is a game changer!  My students are using it as a friendly competition, racking up the number of questions 

they answer daily.  When the whole class reaches a milestone, they earn a classroom prize.  They've already an-

swered thousands of questions as a class!  A few students have gone above and beyond, aiming for one of the Top 3 

spots in the class to earn a prize on Friday.  It's so rewarding to watch these students' excitement for math! 

Our students are excited about the Accelerated Reader program that has been approved by our school district.  Many 

of them are far ahead of expectations and this is exciting to the staff.   
 

One of the students in the Geometry class made a comment on the class that he wished it would be longer, another 

student stated that he thought geometry was hard, but realizes now that it’s much easier than he expected.  Finally, 

another student who was struggling in math last year is catching on quickly and he is finding that math is fun. 

We are also teaching the students about the importance of family history.  Last week we obtained permission from all 

of the parents to let the students start a four generation family tree.  We do this twice a week and the students are 

really getting into finding information about their families.  
 

In the woodshop the students started making the sheaths for their hunting knives that they will be making.  Actually 

the knives are knife blanks that the Grants department ok’d us to buy.  After they made their sheaths, they put handles 

on their knives.  Each one of the students did a fantastic job.  They are now working on their model houses.  These 

are kits that we purchased through the Grants department and the students learn about blue prints, 

what a scale of 3/4 to 1 foot refers to on the blue prints.   
 

Overall, the students at Merreline A. Kangas School is having a wonderful school year.  We would 

also like to put out a great big thank you to Gina Hrinko for all the supplies she approved over the 

summer and at the beginning of the year.  Without her assistance we wouldn’t be able to do half of 

the projects we are doing.  So thank you Gina!  

Middle School and High School   (Mrs. Brown and Mr. Day) 
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Allakaket School  Debi Kaufman, Teacher 

 

Mother and daughter (Becky and Rhea 

Linus), proudly born and raised in Allaka-
ket, Alaska.  Becky is our school cook and 

Rhea is one of our teacher's aides. 

This is a picture of our staff here in Allakaket.   

Jazel Welkener (wife of John), John Welkener 
(Secondary), Kosten Ivey (Sped), Karry Bet-

son (K-2), Debie Kaufman (Reading Special-
ist), Larry Parker (Principal), and Judith 

Withers (3-5). 

 Beautiful aurora over the Koyukuk 

River in Allakaket. 

Jimmy Huntington School Casey Weter, Principal 

All classes in Jimmy Huntington School did a germ activity at the beginning of this school year to show how 

germs spread from person to person or from furniture to person.  

Annette Moses’ germ activity with her 2nd grade students.     

Annette Moses shining a black light onto one of her student’s 
hands after they all put on fake germs.  The black light was 
used to show what was missed after washing with soap and 

water and to show how germs spread from person to person.  

Annette Moses showing her class the fake germs on her fingernails.  
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Brandy Henderson,  
Principal 

Ella B. Vernetti School  
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Koyukuk 4th-8th graders working on the district-wide math challenge  

Staff and students are very thankful for the generous donation from Gana-
A’Yoo.  Students are already thinking of ways to use the money to improve 
their school. 

Koyukuk students enjoying the special treat 
from the district office.  
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Rampart School David Filby, Principal 

Rampart School remembers the 

history of Rampart at one time 

being one of the largest cities in 

Alaska.  On the walls of Rampart 

School are native history including 

pictures of Wyatt and Josephine 

Earp, who had business in Ram-

part.   

The past week brings about a foot of 

snow and dropping temperatures that 

are now dipping below zero degrees 

at Rampart School.  Staff and students 

are preparing for a snowy Halloween 

Weekend.   

The school continues to stay vigilant 

with adhering to Covid-19 procedures 

with mask wearing, social distancing, 

and hygiene.  

Students have kicked off the school 

year with regular classes and learn-

ing.  Rampart looks forward to the 

second quarter being even better 

than the first!!! 
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Kaltag School Hannah Graham, Teacher 
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Kaltag School continued Zonya Harris, Teacher 

 

 

Kaltag World History students have just finished studying about Mesopotamia and the Fer-

tile Crescent. In their studies they learned about early civilizations and their contributions. 

Students really enjoyed learning how Sumerians used cuneiform to communicate.  The stu-

dents completed an exercise in which they crafted their name in cuneiform. Keirsten       

Madros was so impressed by this alphabetic form that she engaged the class in a Sumerian 

cuneiform Hangman game. 

Each week Kaltag students in grades 5-12 participate 

in a STEM activity. Recently we learned about cata-

pults. Teams were devised and the research began to 

investigate the best construction methods to achieve 

the optimal result. Each team was given the same 

supplies which consisted of craft sticks, rubber bands, 

tape, and a plastic spoon. The challenge culminated in 

each team given three attempts to launch a cotton 

ball with the winner achieving the greatest launch dis-

tance. Calvin McGinty, Trinidy Madros, and Petyon 

Ekada built the winning catapult. We had a great time 

learning and working together! 



Andrew K. Demoski School  
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Shaine Nixon, Principal 

Top Left: Kindergarten 
through third grade play-
ing by the river. Top 
Right: Principal Nixon 
hunting with a sleeping 
bear (Justin Deacon). 
Bottom Right: All the 
students gather together 
before the Fun Run  

This certainly isn’t the 

way we thought it would 

be going this fall. Covid 

has really taken away 

our freedom to just be 

ourselves and go about 

our lives as we normally 

have. However, students 

have really been doing a 

great job at school 

working through the 

stringent guidelines that 

we must follow to ensure their safety, that of the staff, and the community. We have all had a tough time these 

past few weeks with social distancing and not being able to enjoy the company of family and friends, but this too 

shall pass. Thank you for your understanding and working with us to keep your students healthy. It is my hope 

that we can continue with school, as normal as possible, until the Christmas break. If, however, we have to go 

back to remote learning, know that my staff and I are here to help you and your students maintain the highest 

level of learning possible. For now, let’s keep supporting each other and staying positive in this difficult time.  

 



Raven Homeschool 
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Raven has seen phenomenal growth this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  With this growth came an extraor-

dinary amount of work.  Raven staff are known for their exceptional customer service in the communities we 

serve.  I would like to complement all the returning Raven staff for stepping up to this task willingly.  Additionally, 

I would like to give a huge welcome to the many new Raven staff that have joined our team this year.  You have 

been a welcome addition and we are very thankful you were able to hit the ground running!   We are looking 

forward to a GREAT year! 

Kimberly Bergey, 

Director 

Raven Homeschool ~ Returning Staff 

Anchorage: 
Maegan Mascagno 

Danae Davis 

Terri Thurston 

Carmen Romero 

Delta: 
Julie Szidloski 

Heidi Richards 

Eagle River: 
Megan Rosendall 

Kim Bergey 

Fairbanks: 
Julie Gillette 

Tami Rump 

Cathy Walker 

Chuck Backe 

Ryan Tilbury 

Heidi Wright 

Natasha Anderson 

Juneau: 
Holly Shier 

Joan Gianotti 

Wasilla: 
Monique Ratzlaff 

Natalie Shier -Transfer from ER 

Ruth Ross 

Cynthia Kemp 

Steve Duby.-Transfer from ER 

Joy Shier 

Raven Homeschool ~ New Staff 

I'm Rebecca Adams, mother of 2 daughters - soon to be 3 daughters (I'm due in Feb-

ruary).  I'm new to homeschooling both as a teacher and a mom.  My oldest is in third 

grade, and she's been a champ at this new experience.  My younger one is 3, so she's not 

officially homeschooling yet, but she's loving books, art time, and games.  My husband 

and I are Alaska Native, and we've both grown up in Alaska enjoying the typical Alaskan 

hiking, fishing, and camping adventures.  My other interests include sewing, baking, read-

ing, and learning about/playing with animals.  Thanks for welcoming me so warmly to the 

Raven team! 

Anchorage: 

My name is Erika Jones and I am a born and raised Alaskan. I have two active kids that play 

hockey and dance competitively. I spent the last 14 years working for ASD as a classroom 

teacher and as an elementary health specialist before accepting my dream job at Raven! I enjoy 

anything outdoors; from camping and hiking to traveling and walking my dogs. I have been mar-

ried to my high school sweetheart for over a decade and we are proud to be raising our chil-

dren where we both grew up.  
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Kimberly Bergey, 

Director 
Raven Homeschool ~ New Staff  continued 

Eagle River: 

Hello! I am Jamie Ruble. My journey with Raven began in 2005 when I was a brand new home-

schooling mom in Fairbanks.  A few years ago I became the family liaison for the Anchorage of-

fice, and today I am beyond thrilled to be the new admin for the Eagle River office.  My back-

ground as a homeschooler has truly helped in being able to assist our new-to-homeschooling par-

ents and answer the hundreds of questions that go along with that.  I have lived in Anchorage 

now for 11 years and can't imagine being anywhere else!  I live with my husband, Joe, our young-

est child, Stone, our 3 dogs (two goldendoodles and a husky), 1 cat, and 2 chickens.  My favorite 

things to do are spend time with family, walk my dogs, play games, and read anything by Charles 

Dickens. 

My name is Cortney Fogarty.  I am a born and raised Alaskan who is happy to be back 

home after getting lost in Northern California for a few years. No matter where I lived, 

since 2007 I've been a teacher in just about every grade level up to 8th. There is so much 

joy in watching a student's light click on when they build a new understanding.  
 

My most fondest memories as a child are being homeschooled with my four siblings in An-

chorage, Alaska. I am so happy to be a part of the homeschool community again! Along 

with being a Teacher Advisor with Raven, I also get to be a parent. Raising my son is the 

best part of my life.   
 

I know every parent works to make homeschooling a positive, fun experience for their children and I hope to support 

our families to make it a good experience for our parents, too!  

Hello! I am Kayla Guerrero and an Advisory Teacher in the Eagle River office. I feel so 

fortunate to have my Raven family and look forward to many more years here as we 

plan to enroll our daughter next year. I live with my husband, Roger, daughter, Stella, 

and our three doodles, Luna, Granite and Mowgli. We just moved to Eagle River and 

have really enjoyed being a part of this community. As a family, we enjoy adventuring 

around Alaska on our bikes and kayaks. I am always up for an adventure and rarely turn 

down opportunities to explore! 

Stephanie Leigh has been working with families, supporting them in their aca-

demic and creative growth for nearly twenty years. From desk work, to classroom 

learning, to community work in the arts, she's enjoyed watching families grow. Her 

favorite family being her own of course, with her husband, two boys, and personal 

household zoo.  
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Kimberly Bergey, 

Director 
Raven Homeschool ~ New Staff  continued 

Fairbanks: 

My name is Heidi Nickel. I grew up in Wisconsin where I earned my bachelor's degree 

from Viterbo University. I have been a teacher over various age levels since 2001. I have also 

obtained my master's degree in curriculum and instruction. Currently I live in North Pole 

with my husband of 21 years Chris (who was my high school sweetheart), our 17-year-old 

daughter Kadence, our 15-year-old son Koda, and our 4 year old daughter Selah. Fun little 

fact about me is that I am a drummer and I can say all 50 states in alphabetical order in less 

than 20 seconds. I am so excited to be part of the Raven team! 

My name is Kim Christensen.  I have a wonderful husband named Eric.  We have 

three grown boys and are now empty nesters!  I am from Colorado and recently just 

moved to Fairbanks.  I have been a teacher for about 20 years and I am excited to be a 

part of the Raven team.  I enjoy outdoor activities, shopping, and spending time with my 

family.  

Hello!  My name is Bob Hawkins. I moved to Alaska from Oregon in 1976 to teach in     

Barrow.  I met my wife Debbie, from Montana, there and we moved to Fairbanks.  I have 

taught and coached in different area high schools for 35 years; we have 2 sons, a daughter 

and 3 grand kids.  For fun I enjoy most sport activities and working on and using my motor-

cycles, cars and bicycles.  I spend most summers in the lower 48 traveling by motorcycle. 

  

I have been with YKSD starting at Ruby in 2005, Minto in 2007, Hughes in 2008, Minto in 

2011 and the District Office as a Career and Technical Education Specialist working with all 

the sites. 

Juneau: 

Hello Friends!  My name is Tracy Gunkel, a wife to a wonderful husband, a mother to three 

fabulous children, a mother-in-law and, to top it off, a grandmother. Amongst teaching, my 

hobbies are walking/hiking with my family, gardening, and spending time in the much desired 

Alaska sunshine. I have been teaching and working on Prince of Wales Island for nine years. 

Prior to moving to Alaska, I had the privilege of homeschooling my older children from their 

early elementary years through high school. Homeschooling has been a passion of mine that 

has persisted through my public education experience. I look forward to joining the Raven 

team and will strive to learn and meet the needs of you and your family!  
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Kimberly Bergey, 

Director 
Raven Homeschool ~ New Staff  continued 

Juneau: 

Wasilla: 

Hello!  My name is Jaena Fiscus, I am 19 years old and I have lived in Juneau, Alaska 

for 11 years! I have been independently homeschooled up through graduation, which 

was in May of 2019, so I am excited to have the chance to work with other home-

school families. I am currently enrolled as a full time online student with Liberty Uni-

versity and am working towards a bachelor's degree in Zoo and Wildlife Biology.  My 

main passion is animals, learning about their behaviors and how they interact with 

other animals, however, I also enjoy cooking, playing my guitar or ukulele and spend-

ing time with my family.   I am very grateful for my position here at Raven and I look 

forward to "meeting" everyone else! 

I am Beth Taube and am so honored being asked to serve you as an advisory teacher. For 

the last 30 years I have been blessed to live in Alaska, primarily Fairbanks and Glennallen, 

moving to Juneau four years ago. I have taught pre-K through 12th grade. I sincerely believe 

that no one knows a student better than their family, that here are many ways to learn, and 

families deserve options when educating their children. My husband and I have three amazing 

daughters, who have ventured out into the world, but are always close to my heart and send-

ing me texts! I enjoy sewing, my pink bicycle, and continually learning new things.  

This wanderer has lived in six states, and has traveled to all 50 states, plus 10 countries and 

counting. For the past seven years, Athaliah Duby has served 17 Alaskan communities as a 

School Counselor and Teacher, from the Southeast Panhandle, to the Bering Strait, and many 

areas in between. Though she grew up in sunny Hawaii, she has decided to make Alaska her 

home and most recently put down roots in Wasilla. Though she is not new to YKSD, she is 

excited for her new advisory teacher position at the Wasilla office, where she joins her fel-

low advisory teacher and husband, Steve Duby.  Steve and Athaliah have two children, ages 

2, and 9 months. Athaliah's education background includes an AA in Performing Arts, a BS in 

Elementary Education from Brigham Young University-Hawaii, and a MEd in Professional 

School Counseling from Liberty University. 

Cathe Rhodes moved to the Mat-Su Valley in 1982 coming from Indiana. She spent 

the next 20 years teaching and coaching at Wasilla Middle School and Colony High 

School before retiring in 2003.  Cathe became a statewide mentor teacher, working 

with teachers new to the profession primarily in rural Alaska for the next 12 years.  

After several long term sub positions in Kaktovik, Cathe is excited to be joining the 

team at Raven Homeschool in Wasilla.  Cathe lives in Palmer with her two cats, Gibbs 

and Sunny Boy, and enjoys her 6 grandchildren.  








