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School Board Appreciation Kerry Boyd, Superintendent  

School board members are people who have an extraordinary dedication to our public schools. It’s 
time we said thank you for their untiring efforts. Too often we forget about the sacrifices board 
members routinely make. Too often we forget about the important role board members play in en-
suring local control over our public schools, control in the hands of people we know; people who 
are our neighbors.  
 

Too often we forget in the tradition of a representative democracy, board members are our connec-
tion to influencing how public schools are governed. Too often we are quick to criticize board members without really 
knowing all the details that went into any given decision. Too often the efforts of board members go unrecognized and 
unrewarded.  
 

The school board works closely with parents, education professionals, and community members to create the educa-
tional vision we want for students. The board then formulates goals, defines results, and sets the course of action for an 
adequate and equitable education program for all students. The school board is accountable to the public. It is responsi-
ble for assuring the money allocated to public schools has a good return on investment, overseeing regular assessment 
of the district's students, staff, and programs.  
 

The school board is also a strong advocate for public schools, responsible for communicating the needs of the school 
district to the public, and vice-versa. Join with others from throughout our district and state to salute the men and wom-
en who provide grassroots governance of public schools. Make a special effort to tell each school board member that 
his or her hard work has been noticed and is very much appreciated. Thank you, Board Members! 

YKSD School Board Members 
Fred Bifelt, Chairperson ~ Huslia 
Wilmer Beetus, Vice Chairperson ~ Hughes 
Ruth Folger, Treasurer ~ Minto 
Anne Titus, Secretary ~ Ruby 
Marie Dayton ~ Koyukuk 
Dian Gurtler ~ Manley Hot Springs 
Leona Starr ~ Huslia 

Tanana City School Board Members 
Liisia Edwardsen, Chairperson 
Lois Huntington 
Cindy Johnson 
Theresa Marks 
Phyllis Erhart 

Thank you to our past board members. Your past service to our students and communities is appreciated. 

*  Gloria Patsy, Nulato  *  Shirley Kruger, Nulato  *  Clifton Wiehl, Tanana  *  Stephanie Nicholia, Tanana  * 

From left to right: Theresa Marks, Lois Huntington, Phyllis 
Erhart, Cindy Johnson and Liisia Edwardsen not pictured.  

From left to right: Wilmer Beetus, Fred Bifelt, Dian Gurtler, 
Anne Titus, Ruth Folger, Leona Starr and Marie Dayton  
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YKSD Resolution 23-03 

WHEREAS, the mission of public schools is to meet the diverse educational needs of all children and to empower 
them to become competent, productive contributors to a democratic society and an ever-changing world; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Yukon Koyukuk School District Regional School Board Members are dedicated to the success of our 
public schools, the students who attend them, and work closely with educational professionals, parents, and other com-
munity members to promote excellence in student learning and academic achievement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Yukon Koyukuk School District Regional School Board Members are committed to children and be-
lieve all children can be successful learners and the best education is tailored to the individual needs of the child; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Yukon Koyukuk School District Regional School Board Members contribute their time and talents to 
our communities, and work closely with parents, educational professionals, and other community members to create 
the educational vision we want for our students; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Yukon Koyukuk School District Regional School Board Members are responsible for ensuring the 
structure provides a solid foundation for our school system; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Yukon Koyukuk School District Regional School Board Members ensure the assessment of students, 
school staff, and educational programs and are accountable to the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Yukon Koyukuk School District Regional School Board Members are strong advocates for public 
education and are responsible for communicating the needs of the school district to the public and the public’s expecta-
tions to the district. I urge all citizens to join me in recognizing the dedication and hard work of the Yukon Koyukuk 
School District Regional School Board Members, and in working with them to mold an education system to meet the 
needs of 
both today’s and tomorrow’s children. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I Superintendent Kerry Boyd, on behalf of the staff of YKSD, do hereby declare my apprecia-
tion to the members of the Yukon Koyukuk School Board and proclaim the month of February 2023 as School Board 
Recognition Month. 

Kerry Boyd, Superintendent  

From left to right: Wilmer Beetus, Fred Bifelt, Dian Gurtler, Anne Titus, Ruth Folger, 
Leona Starr and Marie Dayton  
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Board Recognition 

Staff  Winners 

Beth Doronila 
Special Education Teacher 

Allakaket School 

Julia Moore 
Advisory Teacher 

Raven Homeschool ~ Wasilla 
 

The Yukon-Koyukuk Regional School Board recognizes excellence in staff and students at each  meeting.   
Congratulation!  We hope that you will continue to strive to meet your goals and continue to be an excellent 
role model for your peers.  

Staff  Nominees 

Joseph Bifelt ~ Teacher : Rampar t School 

Bridget Henry ~ Advisory Teacher : Raven Homeschool (Eagle River ) 

Jennie Hopson ~ Pr incipal Aide: Merreline A. Kangas School (Ruby) 

Keely O’Connell ~ Teacher : J immy Huntington School (Huslia) 

Tim Main ~ Teacher : Rampar t School 

Duane Sipary ~ Teacher : Andrew K. Demoski School (Nulato) 

Daniel Tackett ~ Teacher : Kaltag School 

Priscilla Williams ~ Teacher : Ella B. Vernetti School (Koyukuk) 
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Board Recognition  

Jonah Lee 
9th Grade 

Raven Homeschool 
Delta 

Vagaas Kruger 
9th Grade 

Andrew K. Demoski School 
Nulato 

Student Winners 

Student Nominees 

The following students have been recognized for their outstanding achievements this school year. 

Owen Bellamy ~ 5th Grade: Johnny Oldman School (Hughes) 

River Hviid ~ 4th Grade: Raven Homeschool (Anchorage) 

Lucy Kays ~ 2nd Grade: Raven Homeschool (Wasilla) 

Charlee Lovell ~ 6th Grade: Raven Homeschool (Eagle River ) 

Alexis Moses ~ 8th Grade: Ella B. Vernetti School (Koyukuk) 

Tassie Nickoli ~ 5th Grade: Kaltag School 

Avery Roberts ~ 2nd Grade: Minto School 

Hazel Strassburg ~ 6th Grade: Allakaket School 

Kainoa Thole ~ 7th Grade: Raven Homeschool (Juneau) 

Remington Wiehl ~ 8th Grade:  Merreline A. Kangas School (Ruby) 

Ciara Vent 
10th Grade 

Johnny Huntington School 
Huslia 
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Teaching, Learning & Professional Development Chelsea Hurst, 

Assistant Director 

We are so glad that everyone is back! We have had a strong start to the 
second semester. 
 
In early January, a group of teachers, principals, and district office staff 
attended the RTI “MTSS Refresh” conference in Anchorage. The con-
ference was an amazing opportunity to learn together, in person, and 
start the second semester with renewed energy.  

Our Math Specialist, Simon Huff, Teacher, Andrew   

Bellamy, and students from Hughes and Ruby, 

went to the Alaska Society of Technology Educa-

tion Conference in Anchorage. The group present-

ed to Alaskan educators across the state about the 

district wide math challenges. We are so proud of 

our staff and students for representing YKSD at 

the state level. This opportunity was made possible 

by the MACSS Grant.  

Alaska Society of  Technology Education Conference 

Battle of  the Books 
In February, students across the district competed in Battle of the Books. Thank you to the following teams for your  
participation in a fun battle season. Congratulations to our district winners who will advance to the state competition!  

Kindergarten-2nd Grade 

Kaltag School  

Raven - Juneau  

Minto School  

* Raven - Delta - District Winner * 

3rd-4th Grade  

Kaltag School  

*Minto School - District Winner* 

5th-6th Grade 

Minto School  

Kaltag School 

*Raven-Juneau - District Winner* 

Middle School 

Jimmy Huntington School  

Raven-Fairbanks  

Raven-Juneau  

* Raven-Anchorage - District Winner * 

High School 

Raven - Anchorage  

*Raven - Juneau - District Winner* 
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Assessments Andrea Nield, 

Assistant Director 

The Alaska System of  Academic Readiness (AK STAR)  
 

Alaska's Department of Education and Early Development (DEED) has partnered with NWEA to implement a creative 
approach to balanced statewide assessment that better reflects learning throughout the school year and helps educators 
target instruction to students’ individual needs. The Alaska System of Academic Readiness (AK STAR) is designed to 
streamline the testing experience for grades 3–9 in the areas of English language arts (ELA) and mathematics. For more 
information please visit https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar 
 

 The test window will be Monday, March 27, 2023 and ending on Friday, April 28, 2023.  
 Schools have been taking the practice test.  
 Why should my child take the statewide summative assessment? 

The Alaska Science Assessment 
 

Is a summative assessment designed to measure a student’s students (in grades 5, 8, and 10) knowledge of the K-12   
Science Standards for Alaska, adopted in June 2019.  The K-12 Science Standards for Alaska provide a new foundation 
for defining what students should know and be able to do in terms of scientific knowledge and skills. 
 
The K-12 Science Standards for Alaska support learning and understanding through sense making and investigations as-
sociated with scientific phenomena in life science, physical science, earth and space science, and engineering and     
technology. Crosscutting concepts, an organizational framework for connecting knowledge from the diverse science  
disciplines into a coherent and scientifically based view of the world, are included in the standards. Science and          
engineering practices, Alaska Standards for Culturally Responsive Schools, and evidence-based reasoning are also      
included.    
 
For resources on preparing students to take the science assessment, please view Student Readiness.  

MAP Testing  
All students in grades 3-9 will be taking the AKSTAR assessment which is combined with the spring MAP growth. 
Leaving students in the following grades to take the spring NWEA Measures of Academic Progress, MAP. 
 

 Grades K, 1, 2, 10, 11 for Math  
 Grades 10 & 11 for Reading 
 
The spring assessment window opens April 10-28, 2023. For students scoring below the average range in Reading and 
Math on MAP, teachers will set individual goals for students in Response to Intervention (RTI) plans.   

STAR Reading 

All students in grades K-2 will be doing taking the STAR assessment in reading and also be used for interventions.   

Results have been shared at parent teacher conference 

https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/Why_Should_My_Child_Take_the_Statewide_Summative_Assessment.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/standards/science
https://education.alaska.gov/standards/science
https://education.alaska.gov/standards/science
https://uaf.edu/ankn/publications/guides/alaska-standards-for-cult/
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/science/student-readiness
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13th Annual Virtual Pizza Party—May 9th Andrea Nield, 

Assistant Director 

Do your best to pass the test! This is a fun way to celebrate end of year testing as well as 
the efforts of students and staff all year long. Each year the party continues to be a huge hit 
and pizzas are sent to each site from Papa Murphy’s. Students present during testing will 
be entered into drawings for the grand prizes.  

Grand Prize:  
Grades 3-6:  Bikes 

Grades 7-12:  Air Pods 

ESTEEM Grant Andrea Nield, 

Assistant Director 

This grant has 4 components: Culture and Language, Social and Emotional, Credit Recovery and CTE. This is a choice 

grant meaning, parents are the initiators and have choice of the activities offered to their children. Parents must sign-up 

and can see the full list of courses for each category at the following web address: www.esteem.yksd.com. Some of the 

offerings through the ESTEEM Grant are outlined below. 

Challenge Life is a program designed to address mental and physical wellness in 

young adults in communities and schools throughout Alaska. The Challenge Life Program 

addresses issues ranging from drugs, smoking, alcohol abuse, bullying and suicide to 

achieving excellence as a lifestyle, school success, job satisfaction, developing your pas-

sions from art and music to engineering and civic responsibility. Challenge Life works 

with the schools, the community and families to present exciting learning opportunities. In 

addition to the classroom, Challenge Life uses physical activities and sports, like basket-

ball, as a vehicle to interact with students. Al Sokaitis was able to make it Hughes,        

Allakaket, Ruby and Nulato this semester. He will be on his way to Tanana later in the   

semester. 

Ruby  

Cola Sipary in Nulato  

Allakaket  

Hughes  

http://www.esteem.yksd.com
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ESTEEM Grant continued Andrea Nield, 

Assistant Director 

Plight Club is an afterschool activity for students in grades 3-12. The exact times will be posted at your local 
school. Parents and family members are encouraged to attend. Phlight Club is a Youth-centered resilience-building 
club that brings together youth and adults from the community to learn important social, emotional, and resiliency 
skills. The program teaches youth how to add caring, connected adults into their lives (Anchors) to create a Web of 
Support.  Youth identify their strengths and work with adults and peers to solve problems while keeping each other 
safe, focused, respected, and involved.   
 

Stephanie Damery from Brightways is the lead trainer and below are the spring dates and locations for Phlight Club.  

 Ruby:  March 6 & 7 

 Koyukuk:  March 8, 9 & 10 

Kaltag Hughes  Nulato 

Dancing with the Spirit is a week long music camp with 
two staff teaching singing, guitar, fiddle, ukulele, culture, and      
language with the help of elders.  There will be a student concert 
and community dance at the week's end.  It's a great way to bring 
fun, joy, and happiness back to the villages. Below is a list of the 
sites signed-up through ESTEEM. 

Kaltag 

Koyukuk Ruby 

 Tanana:  Week March 6th 
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ESTEEM Grant continued Andrea Nield, 

Assistant Director 

Kaltag 

Koyukuk 

Nulato 

Eskimo Ninja Warrior will be coming to YKSD this spring. February dates have been postponed due to Nicks 
travels to World competitions in Italy.  

 February 8: Huslia 

 February 14: Kaltag 

 February 15: Nulato 

 February 16: Koyukuk 

 February 20: Minto 

 February 21: Rampart 

 May 1st: Tanana 

 May 2nd: Hughes 

 May 3rd: Allakaket  

 May 5th: Ruby  

Skiku- Skiing Across Alaska Our goal is to get Alaska skiing. We call our statewide program Skiku, a name that 
combines the Iñupaiq word for ice-—siku—with ski. volunteer coaches from the broader ski community will be trav-
eling to our sites for a week at a time on the dates below. Volunteering to foster the health, recreation, and competitive 
sports benefits of cross-country skiing, biathlon, and summer running.  

Allen Gunderson, Kaltag 

 Mar 6-10 Hughes  

 March 20-24 Minto  

 March 20-24 Rampart  

 Mar 20-24 Nulato  

 Allakaket (dates to follow) 
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1A Golden Heart Regional Basketball Championships 
Andrea Nield, Assistant Director 

The Golden Heart Regional Basketball Championships were held at the UAF Patty Center March 2-4, 2023, hosted by 

Northway. The following teams were in attendance. Northway boys and girls, Huslia/Tanana boys and girls, Nulato 

boys, Nulato/Minto girls, Tri Valley boys and girls, Minto boys, Fort Yukon boys and girls, Northway boys and girls. 

Congratulations to this year’s champions: Northway Girls and Tri Valley Boys who will be representing the Golden 

Heart Conference at the State tournament March 15-18, 2023 in Anchorage. Here are the following awards for the 

YKSD Schools.  

Boys Free Throw Champ - Andrew David, Minto  

Boys All Tourney included:  

Vegaas Kruger, Nulato  

Jonathan David, Minto  

Justin Charlie, Minto  

Miles Starr, Huslia 

Girls All Tourney.  

Pictured last three on the left:  

Carmen Vent, Huslia 

Jannafer Smith, Minto 

Cola Sipary, Nulato 
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Computer Science News Jakobe Boyd, YKSD/Raven  

Computer Science Facilitator 

The start of March means the start of more computer science! These sessions are open to Raven as well as YKSD 
teachers and their classrooms. Regardless of if you’re a parent, teacher, or student, attend if you’re interested in   
computer science! 

March Agenda 
 Code.org Sessions - Bite sized coding lessons/activities as well as training 

 CS101 Course - A walkthrough of some of the many CS resources available to you 
 2023 Microsoft Student Summit - Attend if you’re interested in Information Technology! 
 Alaska and Youtube - Presentation by Gale Bourne and guest speaker Tim Schmoyer on making videos 

about life in Alaska! 

 Arduino with Mr. Bellamy and Larry Ehnert - A classroom walkthrough of a fun Arduino activity. Attend 
if you’re interested in teaching a more applicable style of programming. 

 Coding in Minecraft - Getting setup with Minecraft & PD for parents and educators. 

 More Code.org PD - Join ASDN for a deepdive on K-5 Computer Science on Code.org! 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in February’s computer science activities. If you missed any of it, be 
sure to check out the recordings here and fill out the feedback form if you have a moment. 

I look forward to seeing you at some of these sessions! 

Facilities & Maintenance Gale Bourne, Director 

Thank You Maintenance & Custodial Workers! 

The YKSD Maintenance Department would like to give a shout out to our wonderful maintenance and custodial staff. 
These hardworking people keep our schools comfortable and safe throughout the school year. They work through the 
cold winter months, keeping the schools clean, the heat on, the water thawed, vehicles running, and much, much more. 
They are on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We appreciate them tremendously and are proud to have each one of 
them as part of our team. A huge YKSD THANK YOU to each and every one of them! 

 Hughes: Michael Calkins 
 Huslia: Karen Douglas & Michaela Graham 
 Koyukuk: Oscar Dayton 
 Kaltag: Joseph Dentler & Veronica Miller 

 Minto: Arland Dick & Brenda Jimmie 
 Nulato: Joseph Turner 
 Rampart:  Chase Jimmie  
 Ruby: Thomas Esmailka & Nathaniel Titus 

 Allakaket: Clinton Bergman, Rolland Linus & Todd Bergman 

https://www.smore.com/u3w0g-enrollments-last-contacts-info?ref=email-content#w-5842636571
https://asdn.org/elementary-educators/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Nlh09t6ulpguuMWdzopvOvvhaMwbBrlvE-N8BWh1WtY/edit#slide=id.g20e57c17538_0_0
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Rachel Spencer,  

Food Service Specialist A Bite from Food Service 

YKSD strives to provide meals that are both nutritious and appealing to students, but the frame-

work for which we operate is dictated by the USDA. USDA is currently proposing standards which 

will dramatically change the foods we are allowed to offer our students; the proposed rules may 

be found here or at https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-meal-standards-comparison-chart. 

Please reach out to the Food Service Specialist with questions if needed: rspencer@yksd.com. 

 

Exciting news: 

The Maudrey J Sommer School just opened their Food Service program! A big shout out to Rhian-

non, who has survived the steep learning curve and is providing excellent service to her local 

students. Thank you for your hard work! 

 

We also welcome Lizzie Alexie as the new chef in Kaltag School! Already doing a great job! 

Lizzie Alexie and Hazel Olson, Kaltag School 

file:///C:/Users/ksteckel/Downloads/here
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-meal-standards-comparison-chart
mailto:rspencer@yksd.com
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Counseling Corner 
Cristina Welker, Director of Special 

Education & Support Services 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities who have a 504 Plan or IEP 

Alaska Department of  Vocational Rehabilitation 
 
Students with disabilities have an excellent opportunity to access training and individualized support as they plan 
for employment after high school.  The Alaska Division of Vocational Rehabilitation is an amazing resource as 
shown in their Mission and Guiding Principles: 
 

Mission 
 Our mission is to assist individuals with disabilities to obtain and maintain employment. 
 

Principles 
 

We believe in: 
 

 The empowering value of employment in an individual’s life. 

 Honoring and respecting each individual’s strengths, skills, choices, abilities and cultural identity. 

 Developing strong partnerships with Tribal vocational rehabilitation programs, schools, job-centers and centers 
for independent living. 

 Delivering high quality vocational rehabilitation services. 

 Employing and developing highly qualified and skilled rehabilitation staff. 

 The principles of stewardship in the use of public resources. 
 
Parents and students can find a wealth of information by following this link: Alaska DVR 

Accommodations: are changes in practices and procedures that provide equitable access to grade level content during 
instruction and assessment that do not alter the validity of the assessment, score interpretation, reliability, or security of 
the assessment. 

Accommodations are intended to reduce or even eliminate the effects of a student’s disability; they do not reduce learn-
ing expectations. The accommodations provided to a student should generally be the same for classroom instruction and 
for assessments. It is critical to note that although some accommodations may be appropriate for instructional use, they 
may not be appropriate for use on a standardized assessment. The IEP or 504 team determine the appropriate accommo-
dations based on the student’s need, and document these in the IEP or 504 plan.  

In general, a good practice is to make sure an accommodation has been used in the     
student’s regular or special education classes for   instruction and classroom assessments 
for at least three months or 90 days before testing. This will ensure that the   student has 
experience with the accommodation and that the accommodation is appropriate for the 
student. When accommodations are provided as part of a computer-based assessment, In 
addition to using the accommodation in instruction, students should have the opportunity 
to use the computer-based practice tests to be familiar with how accommodations will be 
made available on computer-based assessments. 

Counseling Corner 

https://labor.alaska.gov/dvr/home.htm
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Counseling Corner continued Kela Gillihan, Counselor 

As we start to spring into the start of the fourth quarter, the counseling department has been in full swing. We have 

been offering the ACT WorkKeys test and ACT to our juniors and seniors.  These exams help students prepare for 

their next steps after graduation.  The next ACT testing window is from April 15th-30th, with the registration due by 

March 10th and late registration due by March 24th.  If students are interested, please have them reach out to their 

counselor.   

 

 We recently had our Healthy Lifestyles and Career Fair for quarter 3, with two speakers in the fields of Computer 

Science/Technology and Fashion Design. We also, had one speaker who spoke about the Doyon Scholarships.  We 

love helping our students learn about new careers and scholarship opportunities.  There are many scholarships    

available to our seniors.  FAFSA is open for all seniors, as well as other scholarships applications. Here are a few 

scholarships listed below with their due dates.   

  

Tanana Chiefs Conference - May 30  

Doyon Scholarship - May 15  

UA Scholar designee - Application to a UA system school is due by May 1 to  

receive the scholarship.  

  

Lastly, the Area-Wide Student Council hosted The Great Kindness Challenge at 

the end of January.  Thank you all who participated.  Many of our students went 

beyond expectations in showing acts of kindness to their classmates, school, and 

community. Mrs. Whitaker’s fourth grade class at Jimmy Huntington School had 

over 40 acts of kindness throughout the week and Ms. Joby’s class at Allakaket 

school had 30 acts of kindness. These two classes enjoyed their pizza party and 

ice cream float party for being the winners with the kindest acts in their different age groups.   
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Kristi Burns,   

State & Federal Programs 

Assistant Director 
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State and Federal Programs 

Jason Kopp, Director of State 

and Federal Programs 

 

2021-2022 Report Cards to the Public    

Recently the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development (DEED) released the 2021-2022 Report 
Cards to the Public for each school district and school in Alaska. These Report Cards present information 
about performance for the 2021-2022 school year. During this first administration of The Alaska System of 
Academic Readiness (AK STAR) assessment, students in grades 3-9 were assessed in English Language Arts 
and Mathematics. Students in grades 5, 8, and 10 took the Alaska Science Assessment. 
  
To view a 2021-2022 School or District Report Card to the Public, go to https://education.alaska.gov/
compass/report-card. Once there, you will be able to select which School or District Report Card to the Public 
you wish to view. This user-friendly website aims to provide families with clear, common information about 
all public schools and districts in our State. These Report Cards to the public contain data and information 
about academics, school environment, teacher quality, and more. If you are unable to access the Report Card 
to the Public online, please contact your student’s school. 
  
If you have any questions or concerns regarding our School or District Report Card to the Public, please don’t 
hesitate to contact:  Jason Kopp at jkopp@YKSD.com. 

Migrant Education   

The Migrant Education Program provides grant funds for school districts to help improve educational 
opportunities for migratory students. Our Migrant Ed families are now receiving monthly literacy boxes 
for each qualified student in their household during the school year.  

 

We don’t want any qualified student to miss out on this literacy support. Please reach out if you know 
of any students who meet the following criteria:  a family within the district must make an economic 
move for at least 7 nights and 8 days. Also, families must travel over 20 miles and participate in fishing, 
berry picking, or logging. lf you have questions please email mdavis@yksd.com. 

 

We appreciate your dedication in supporting our Migrant Students!  

Melissa Davis,  

Administrative Assistant 

https://education.alaska.gov/compass/report-card
https://education.alaska.gov/compass/report-card
mailto:mdavis@yksd.com
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STREAM Night Melissa Davis,  

Administrative Assistant 

Shown below are students in Koyukuk during our Superhero themed STREAM Night last quarter. 

 

March STREAM Night Events! 

Our schools can look forward to Alaskan Culture themed STREAM Nights and family connection kits. Stu-

dents will learn about key aspects of Alaska including activities for earthquakes, volcanoes and our Trans-Alaska 

pipeline. Family connection kits will include ingredients to make fry bread and beading kits along with books all 

about Alaska!  

 
Mar. 8: STREAM Night-Allakaket 

Mar. 17: STREAM Night-Nulato 

Mar. 21: STREAM Night-Hughes, Koyukuk, and Huslia 

Mar. 23: STREAM Night-Ruby, Minto, and Kaltag 

Mar. 30:  STREAM Night-Rampart 
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Native Language Program Kk'oleyo Hoffman,  
Native Language Coordinator 

There are many exciting changes going on with YKSD’s Native Language program. We have some staff changes, and we 

are excited to announce recruitment for our upcoming 2023 Summer Academy - Denaalo’ Ts’eelaanh taking place this 

summer July 21-31st.  

 

The Native Language Teacher, Holly Wofford, was able to make several site visits to spend time with YKSD students, 

educators and families in January and February. Holly made site visits to Allakaket, Koyukuk, Kaltag, and Nulato.  

Kaltag students work with Native Language Teacher, Holly 
Wofford, on Denaakk’e activity.  

Koyukuk student works on caribou tufting with instructor, 
Joyce Roberts, while the YKSD Counselor, Jolene McGinty, 
looks on.  

Hello! Thank you all for welcoming me to the YKSD team. It’s been great 

meeting new people and seeing some familiar faces. I am originally from 

Fort Yukon, AK (Gwichyaa Zhee). I am the daughter of Sarah Knudson and 

the late Tom Knudson. I am married to Romeo Stickman of Nulato. We 

have two children and two dogs. I enjoy camping, hunting, road trips and 

sewing beads.  

 

Introducing Our New Native Language Assistant 

YKSD is proud to introduce our newest staff member, Roxanne Stickman.  
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Native Language Program continued Kk'oleyo Hoffman,  
Native Language Coordinator 

Molly of Denali displays body parts in Benhti Kenaga’ (left) and Denaakk’e (right)  

Denaalo’ Ts’eelaanh is a Denaakk’e term that means We Are Skilled With Our Hands. Our Native peoples come from 

a long line of creative, hard-working and inspiring individuals who had many skills that required using their minds, emo-

tions and hands. The gathering is designed to be a collaborative effort to help students build on skills that are essential 

for success & growth (academic and practical life skills). Partners include the PHLIGHT Club supported by AN ELDER 

II & ESTEEM Grants. 

 

Participants will be housed at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks dorms. We are looking to include up to 25 high 

school students (those entering their freshman year or senior year of high school), and 10 adult support team mem-

bers. Please help us spread the words about this opportunity! Link to event flier with full information, including 

the application is HERE.  

 

We are recruiting for several open staff positions including: daytime chaperones and nighttime chaperones. Charles 

Burns YKSD Director of Operations is the point of contact for hiring. CBurns@yksd.com or 907-374-9400 extension 

2457. 

Recruiting for a Native Language Coordinator 
YKSD is currently seeking to hire a new Native Language Coordinator. The position is full-time year-round based at the 

District Office in Fairbanks. We are looking for individuals with a strong interest in developing Denaakk’e and Benhti 

Kohtana’ Kenaga’ materials and learning opportunities for students across our district, and their families. It involves  

village travel, engagement with planning groups and committees, and some grants maintenance.  

   Recruiting for 2023 Summer Academy -  

                                       Denaalo’ Ts’eelaanh 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gNW2VpAe9ZtcdQN2iqFlyJVDbyEdS6ZkujVRVY3Guf4/edit#heading=h.nqoox5rkk2hs
mailto:CBurns@yksd.com


Page 19  YKSD Connect ions  March 2023
  

 

Ja’net Bergman, CTE 
Training & Support Coordinator 

 UPCOMING EVENTS THIS SPRING 

 HEALTH CARE CAREER CAMP 

 CHADRON CAMPUS VISIT 

 ANSEP 
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Allakaket School  Joshua Hatfield,  

Principal/Teacher 

Wilderness Safety Training 

After we got back from Christmas Break, the students got to spend some time 

learning about wilderness survival. They underwent training on how to handle 

tough situations; like splinting a broken arm or stabilizing a leg, how to help 

someone who is dealing with extreme coldness and rolling them up and how to 

start a fire with a cotton ball and striker. After that the students got to go out-

side where they really enjoyed working as a team and building shelters.  

Challenge Life with Coach Al Sokaitis  

Anytime you get to spend with Coach Al is a great time. Of Course, there will always 

be a lot of basketball fundamentals and skills being taught. Even the little ones with 

their tiny hands participated in the basketball drills.  Our students just love being 

around the Coach.  
 

He set-up a 3 on 3 tournament for our secondary students, they had a blast with it 

and just finished up this week with the championship. He also brings great knowledge 

and stories to the classroom and help educate our students about so many different 

things, but particularly in history and geography.     

Native Language 

Holly Wofford came out and spent some 

time with our students both in the class-

room and after school. During the after 

school activity, she taught them how to 

introduce themselves in Denaakk’e and the 

students got to play a variety of games 

while using their native language. It was a 

great experience seeing her in person and 

we hope that she will visit us again in the 

future. 
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Andrew K. Demoski School  Mary Ann Chapman, 

Principal/Teacher 

It has been a Happy New year here at Andrew K. Demoski School.  High school basketball began their tournament 

season in Minto the first weekend we returned to school for the second semester.  The girls’ team co-ops with 

three Minto girls making a full squad of 11 coached by Cletus Sipary.  We have a full roster of 10 for the boys’ team 

being coached by Jeff Healy.  The basketball teams have also played tournaments at Tri Valley, Tanana, Tok, and 

Huslia.  The first weekend in February we hosted our very 

own home tournament here in Nulato.  We had visiting 

teams from Minto, Huslia, and Tanana.  Following the basket-

ball tournament, the secondary students received their great 

reward of having a lock-in with Mrs. Deacon for meeting 

their AR reading goal first semester.  The students wanted to 

include the visiting teams for the lock-in.  They had a great 

night. 

At our home tournament on February 3rd, we 

honored our two senior basketball players, 

Agnes Patsey and Kenneth Stickman.   

The week of January 23rd was the district-wide Great 

Kindness challenge.  We ended the week on Friday wearing 

RED for self-kindness.  ♥ On February 8th, Miss McKenna’s K-1st grade cele-

brated 100 days of school, complete with pizza, cook-

ie cake, and so many snacks!  Students enjoyed turn-

ing themselves into ‘old’ people. 

Upcoming Events: 
Before enjoying our much needed Spring Break the last week in March, AKD will host SKIKU the week of March 

20th.  After the Stick Dance and Spring Break, we will be ready to begin state testing the first week in April and 

knock those scores out of the park! 
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Andrew K. Demoski School  continued Mary Ann Chapman,  

Principal/Teacher 

 

CTE Instructors took over our secondary campus the week 

of February 13th with a variety of courses, including career 

counseling, welding, and healthcare career camp. 

Anthony Cavan and Brian Rencher had two 

groups of welders.  One introductory course was 

for the 9th and 10th graders.  Another course was 

a continuation of skills from the previous welding 

course in the fall.   

Ian McCarthy from AHEC, assisted by CTE Stephanie Williams, led a healthcare career camp with some 

healthy lifestyle instruction included.  Students dissected cow eyeballs, did some team building activities, 

went cross country skiing, and learned about healthy eating. 

Also joining the fun, the same week was Eskimo Ninja Warrior Nick 

Hanson!  We had a community-wide event where Nick shared native 

stories and skills for the upcoming NWO in Fairbanks. 

One of our secondary electives this semester is Athabascan Cultural 

Heritage.  Thanks to our Indian Education Supply fund, we were 

able to purchase many supplies to fund some projects in this course 

taught by Mrs. Deacon.  One group of students made blackfish traps 

while another group began beading their design to make slippers.  

We have many more supplies to complete additional projects this 

semester, so be on the lookout! 

Finishing out February, AKD sent five junior high 

students to the Educators Rising Conference in 

Fairbanks. The 7th and 8th graders have already 

enjoyed EXCEL camps in Anchorage in January 

and February and are looking forward to ANSEP  

in April.  We are bringing up the next generation  

of leaders in Nulato. 



Valentine’s Day Cake Walk - Feb. 13th, 2023 -   CSC member Susan Dayton organized a Valentine’s Day cake walk 

that was fun and enjoyable by all.  Our skiku skiers Emily and Justin also attended and enjoyed this evening.  The goal 

was to raise some spending money for students and our school trip to San Diego.  Students were selling tickets, mak-

ing change, selling pop.  There’s nothing like developing a sense of ownership and responsibility in fundraising.  A big 

thank you to Susan Dayton!  
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Ella B. Vernetti School Stephanie Milner, 

Principal-Teacher 
 
What we have been up to in Koyukuk...     

It seems that since returning back to school after our wonderful Christmas break, we have definite-

ly hit the ground running and haven’t stopped.  It is hard to believe the 3rd quarter is almost over.       

I will highlight some of our whole school activities that we’ve enjoyed lately.   

 

School Trip Request -  Our school has developed a proposal and itinerary for an extremely 

memorable out of State trip to San Diego.  Students researched places to go and are excited. 

Healthcare Careers Camp - Jan. 31 - Feb 2, 2023.  4th - 8th grade students enjoyed a 3-day 

healthcare career camp with Ian McCarthy of the UAA Center for Rural Health and Health Workforce.  They did 

some teambuilding activities balanced with hearing about different health care careers and what skills and training are 

necessary for those careers.   

 

Carter Dayton has 
fun in PE.  

Skiku - Feb 13th-Feb 17th, 2023 -   Skiku skiers came to EBV School the week of February 13th - February 17th.  Stu-

dents had an excellent time.  Each day they looked forward to going out skiing and really improving cross country ski 

skills every time they went out.  A big shout out to Ms. Williams and Robert Pilot, our paraprofessional who also went 

out skiing every day and both earned awards during the brief skiku awards assembly held right before the skiers took 

off to return to Anchorage.   
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Ella B. Vernetti School continued Stephanie Milner, 

Principal-Teacher 

Nick Hanson The Eskimo Ninja - Nick came to EBV school and not only skied with students one of the days Skiku 

was here, but also met with students and the community the evening of February 16, 2023.  He spoke about the Native 

Games and how those were passed down generation to generation and were purposeful and representative of Native 

Alaskan culture.  Everyone was participative and enjoyed the evening.  

Navajo Taco Fundraiser -  The wonderful Susan Dayton organized and cooked for a Navajo Taco fundraiser 

held Monday February 20th, 2023 at the school.  She had help from Jessica Huntington and Josephine Dayton.    

Also, some of the students came out to help  despite it being a day off for  the President’s Day holiday.  The      

purpose of this fundraiser was to help raise spending money for students and our school trip to San Diego.  It    

was a successful event.     

Johnny Oldman School  JOS Staff 

It has been a quarter filled with fun activities at Johnny Oldman School. Here is a rundown of everything that has 

happened since our winter break! 

 

 We celebrated the 100th Day of school on February 2nd with “Old People” pictures, 100th day shirts, and 

homemade ice cream. 

 The CTE department sent out Larry Ehnert for a 3D printing workshop, Bob Hawkins for a Small Engine 

class, and Dan Spillane for Toyo Stove repair. 

 Another movie night with the community was a success as we watched an old favorite: “Lilo and 

Stitch” (remember, Ohana means family!) 

 Our Valentine’s Day party was enjoyed by the entire school, featuring snacks, dancing, and even math work 

stations (what?!) 

 We had Super Bowl themed activities, incorporating math and computer science (creating pie charts to 

show past winners, for example) and ELA/journalism (watching a Super Bowl clip and writing a newspaper 

sports article about it). 
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Johnny Oldman School continued JOS Staff 

 Three of our students (along with Mr. Bellamy) attended the Alaska Society for Technology in Education 

(ASTE) conference in Anchorage and helped to present a workshop on using Flip.com videos with Simon Huff. 

 Three other middle school students also attended the EdRising conference in Fairbanks at University of Alaska 

Fairbanks (UAF) with Ms. Hayes. The students toured the campus, learned about the many options college 

holds and asked a host of questions pertaining to college preparation and success. 

 Johnny Oldman School hosted several elders (Alberta Vent, Madeline Williams, and Ella Sam) along with Phyllis 

Attla who provided storytelling and showed the students how to clean caribou hide for boot making. 
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Kevin Matthews,  

Principal/Teacher Kaltag School 

It has been a busy year and nearly at the end of the third quarter.  We have had a lot of good things   

going on.  One of the most exciting is Skiku last month.  Thanks to the Esteem Grant.  We are also 

grateful to Gana-A'Yoo for supporting our students and providing the resources to purchase new skis 

for the students.  

Kaltag is always glad to have one of its own come back to the village.  Okay, so he isn’t from here but he married 

into Kaltag.  Always a pleasure to have the Eskimo Ninja - Nick Hanson come and visit with our students and the 

community. 

Finally, we had another great opportunity 

from the Iron Dog.  Although they couldn’t 

make it here because of the weather, the  

helmets did.  Each of our students received a 

free helmet and goggles to keep them safe on 

their snow machines. 

It has been a busy year.  We are currently up to 28  

students after reaching a high of 30.   Spring Break and 

the Stick Dance are coming up quickly, followed by AK 

Star Testing.  The year will be over before we know it. 
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Maudrey J. Sommer School  Therese Ashton, Principal 

Welcome to New Principal for Next School Year 
Mr. Jason L. Roslansky has been an educator for the past 21 years, serving 14 as a school principal.  For the past 6 years 

he has served as a principal in private Lutheran schools in Minnesota and before that was the principal at Tok, Alaska 

for 5 years.  Mr. Roslansky is a graduate of South Dakota State University with a Bachelor of Science in Political Science 

and a Masters in School Administration.  He is a veteran who served in the United States Marine Corps as a Field Artil-

lery Meteorologist Crewman.  Mr. Roslansky has been married to Joni for the past 18 years and they have three boys 

Peyton who is 14, Nolan who is 12, and Sawyer who is 9.  Mr. Roslansky enjoys spending time at community events 

and attending Church with his family.  Additionally, Mr. Roslansky appreciates teaching his boys along with other chil-

dren how to play sports, games, and hunt. Jason wrote, “If individuals from Tanana want to Facebook friend me that 

would be great.  As far as I'm aware I'm the only Jason Roslansky, so it should be an easy search.”  

The people of Tanana look forward to meeting you and your family this summer.  

Reading Log Homework 
All students are required to maintain a Reading Log each week. There is a place for parents/

guardians to sign off on what the student read Monday-Thursday at home. Each grade ban has    

different criteria listed on the reading log in order to get their grade points. Ms. O’Dell is in charge 

of students in K-4; Mr. Switzer monitors 5th-7th graders’ Reading Logs; and Mr. Marks works with 

the 8th-12th graders. These logs have been provided to all students. If you are not aware of the 

Reading homework, contact the teacher for more information. Reading is Fundamental to your 

child’s academic success. Help our children and youth create the reading habit! 

Running and walking is good exercise when setting up snares. 

Learning how to snare rabbits includes knowing the skills to 

make the snares and learning the environment where the 

animals will most likely travel. The habits of animals and how 

they live out their lives is valuable knowledge for those who 

value subsistence living. Outdoor learning is great! 

Science, PE & Subsistence Living 

Reading Buddies is 
always a hit in the  

elementary classroom! 

Students celebrate the 100th day of school 
by gathering items in increments of 100. 

 

Healthcare Clinicians Deliver Pizzas & Stress Relief  Tips 

Kate Jones and Christy Vaughn from TCC’s Children Services clinicians 

who are able to provide behavioral health service. They arrived in Tan-

ana on Feb. 6 and will be in Tanana about every 4-6 weeks. This visit 

Kate and Christy provided pizzas and had different activities to teach 

students how to relieve stress. The students were able to make their 

own stress relief balloons on Wed, Feb 8th. We look forward to having 

them again in the school to help our students with strategies to remain healthy. 

Left ~  Photos from the Toyo Repair 
Class held for middle and high 
school students in December. 

 
 

Right ~ Christmas Program photo of 
students with Migrant projects. 
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Merreline A. Kangas School  Candis Gunn, 

Principal-Teacher 

This February has been great here at MAK. Our students are learning solid Math and Reading skills, and our MAPS 

scores are showing some improvement. We are starting to seriously lean into our learning as a student community. 

 

We celebrated Valentine's Day, which means a party! All grades were invited, including our Pre-K. Along with the holi-

day, MAK Student Counsel hosted the first annual "Have A Heart: Don't Bully!" week (see below). 

 

YKSD CTE sent out a team in the third week of February for a 3-day course of First Aid and Healthcare concepts, and 

they hosted a Virtual Career Fair on the 17th for our Secondary students. 

 

YKSD is recruiting families to join the ANC, and so on Feb 23 MAK opened the doors to the community to join that 

committee! 

 

On February 27th, Eskimo Ninja, Nick Hanson, visited our school to showcase his legendary skills and promote anti-

bullying behavior. He did a great job and the kids really enjoyed it! 

 

Our students are preparing for NASP championships, so we had another fundraiser dinner and Archery Tournament! 

The kids are doing great and Scotty is excited about their shooting growth! The National Championship is in Utah, this 

year; several of our students should be prepared to attend. 

 

Soon, the YKSD CTE department will be sending out a group from ProFlite. Our secondary students will fill out appli-

cations, and then 3 will be chosen to learn the first lesson about flying an actual plane. The chosen students will do eve-

rything in the air but take off and landing! 

 

The first weekend in March MAK will be hosting Phlight Club. We look forward to many fun and engaging activities. 

Additionally, the YKSD CTE department will be sending out a team to work with our kids and their trapping skills after 

Spring Break! 

 

During our anti-bullying week, there were anti-bullying lessons and activities, and Miss Candis 

hosted a community-wide anti-bullying presentation explaining the differences between being 

rude, being mean, and being bullied. In addition, Alaska law regarding bullying and YKSD Policy 

and procedures were introduced. As a reminder, there is a form pinned to the top of the 

MAK Facebook page that can be turned in for bullying reports and anything else that needs to 

be addressed. Additionally, on February 27, Nick Hansen, the "Eskimo Ninja" came to MAK 

and discussed bullying with the students. 

 

These are pictures taken during the anti-bullying activities: 
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Mike Day, Principal Minto School 

Mrs. Washburn’s classroom 
We have been learning a lot through play and hard work! We celebrated the 100th day with a snack. We are watching 
and reading the miles melt away as the Yukon Quest is unraveling. We are going through the alphabet for the 4th time. 
Each time we travel through the alphabet our activities grow deeper. We are learning how to write the letters now! We 
are very excited.  

We are taller and stronger than ever! Life in preschool is cool! 
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Mike Day, Principal Minto School continued 
Ms. Bjerke’s Classroom 

The K-2 class has been busy, busy, busy this quarter! The students have been working on their “How To” writing unit, 
so the students have become the experts on teaching! We recently celebrated 100 days of school! The students are     
currently participating in the Yukon Quest Read-A-Thon. We just wrapped up our science unit on weather and seasons!  

                       Mrs. Wolfe’s Classroom 
 

We celebrated our 100th day of school on February 6th. We did the 100 marshmallow/toothpick  
STEM challenge. Our goal was to build the tallest standing structure. The students did a great  
job and our tallest structure was 21 inches tall! Then we had a very SWEET Valentine’s Day  
party with lots of treats. We made Compliment Bags where we all wrote something nice on each  
other’s bags, then used our bags to hold all our treats/valentine’s.  
 
We had an awesome visit with Eskimo Ninja Nick Hanson, and he taught us some of the NYO  
activities, so we will be training! That evening he shared the history of the NYO Games and why 
they were created. We had a cover dish beforehand. We will have completed the Idita-read  
challenge, where our goal is to read 1049 pages.  Wow, it’s been a busy semester! 
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Mike Day, Principal Minto School continued 

          Mrs. Bruno’s classroom 
With a heavy focus on reading and math, sometimes the students miss out on science. They 
love science. These photos show my middle school students learning about atoms. 

Anastasia Whitaker, Teacher 

My fourth grade class has just received Pen Pal letters from Hillcrest Elementary school in 

Brookings, South Dakota! They received them on Thursday, February 9th, and went right to 

work replying back to their new friends. All 12 of my students received two pen pals each 

and have two letters to write back.  They are excited, surprised, and ready to write! I noticed 

an increase in classroom morale and self-confidence, which made me smile extra big. 
 

Check out the student's writing back to their new pen pals!  

Jimmy Huntington School  
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The CTE students have been very busy the last few weeks. 9th and 10th grade students have been working on building 

a 8 foot by 12 foot shed on skids. The purpose of this shed will be to provide a warm spot for elders to watch winter 

dog sled races and spring carnival. It will be on a skid so we can bring it to different locations as needed. 11th and 12th 

graders have been working on making 2D key holders utilizing blank space to help their image pop out of the wood.     

I have been going into the elementary classrooms to start introducing CTE to younger students. As seen in the pictures 

I am working with the 2nd and 3rd graders teaching them how to read a tape measure. They were able to break an 

inch down to 1/8th of an inch.    

Wylie Scalise, CTE Teacher Jimmy Huntington School continued 
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Rampart School Therese Ashton,  Principal 

In the last three months there have been a lot of activities at the Rampart School. The maintenance department 

has been repairing and clearing out housing and the school to make sure new occupants can live and work. 

Many CTE instructors and people from multiple departments have come into teaching positions as YKSD looks 

for permanent teachers for the site. YKSD also continued sending special event performers and programs for 

our students. It has been a grueling but uplifting experience showing that many hands make small work for the 

whole.  Everyone who has been part of this process is happy to do it since it means the students in Rampart 

have been able to be back in school. Thank you everyone for the team effort out of your regular duties! 
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Kim Bergey, 
Raven Director 

Anchorage Office 

Raven Homeschool 

Delta Office 

The Anchorage Office has kept busy with a multitude of parties and workshops since December. Our Christmas  

Party was postponed due to weather, however, this opened the door to a New Year party themed “Alice in Winter 

Wonderland”. Families shared tea, and we built tiny candy houses, crafted party hats, and enjoyed sledding out at 

Kincaid Park. We followed this up with a Valentine’s Party where we offered our first family dance at the office. 

Transforming our workshop room into a dance floor, families had the chance to mingle, dance, or play games. We 

provided cookies from our vendor Northern Wings Cafe for families to decorate in between sharing Valentines in 

their handcrafted Valentine boxes. We have had science workshops with Deb Fancher which are always a huge    

success! Due to some of the excellent feedback offered at our PAC meeting, we had our very first teens only field 

trip activity to go ax throwing. We have a multitude of workshops ranging from Mad Science to Math Club to Sewing 

School. We have Art Club, Geography Club, and Spanish Club. Our Community Involvement Club has been working 

closely with Beans Cafe and our Middle School team is going to State for Battle of the Books! Finishing up with our 

third quarter, we were excited for our Drama Club to premier their production of The Play: Science Fiction Edition. 

These students wrote, designed, and will perform nine of their own ten minute plays. Every day here in the Anchor-

age office is an adventure! 

Our Kindergarten – 2 grade Battle of the Books Team, the Raven Superhero Reading Stars, consisted of Cassidy E. 

and Riley M.  They fought a long battle with the Minto Little Lakers going into overtime to finally win after six tie 

breaker questions!  Great battling with you Minto! 

 

Students took time to come in to make boxes and participate in a Valentine’s Exchange.  They all gathered on   

Valentine’s Day to share what they all received. 

 

February ended with our Annual Girls Only Tea Party.  Girls, Moms, Aunts and cousins gathered in their best   

finery to enjoy good food, games and fun…and tea, of course!  
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Fairbanks Office 

Raven Homeschool continued 

Eagle River Office 

Kim Bergey, 
Raven Director 

Despite massive amounts of snowfall this winter, the Eagle River office hasn’t slowed down its pace of clubs, parties, 

and field trips.  School closures led to the postponement of our holiday party, so we held it in January.  We had a 

huge turnout and fun was had by all!  The fun continued the following month at our Valentine’s Day party.  We had a 

dessert buffet, several activities/games for the younger kids, and the older kids participated in an escape room 

event.  Everyone had a blast!  The past couple months have also seen two new clubs in our office - Lego club and 

Tech Time.  We’ve also enjoyed field trips to the UAA planetarium and to the Performing Arts Center to see The 

Velveteen Rabbit. 

Raven students have been able to participate in many learning activities.  Students have been able to earn their CPR/

First Aid Cards through the American Heart Association.  Our middle school students were able to sharpening their 

writing skills with Making the Grade.  Student who are feeling creative could learn how to sew with Mama Alaska 

Designs and paint and sketch with local artist, Randal Compton.  Families were able to tour and learn about the  

Water Treatment Plant.  Students enhanced their creative skills through our CTE department’s Creative Camp.   

Raven likes to take time to have fun and get to know one another.  We celebrated Valentine’s Day with crafts, Val-

entines, and cupcakes.  Families met up at the Big Dipper for a group skate.   Additionally, we meet once a week to 

play board games and socialize.  We celebrated our students.  High School Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors with 

GPA’s 3.5 or higher were invited to join the National Honor Society.  Raven hosts monthly meetings with Seniors to 

plan for graduation.  We are planning a Kindergarten graduation and an 8th grade promotion ceremony. 



Juneau Office 

Wasilla Office 
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Raven Homeschool continued Kim Bergey, 
Raven Director 

The Second Quarter of our year kicked off with our Scholastic Book Fair, and it was so fun to be able to have it in 

person again this year! Fall special events included a Police Station Tour, Fall Costume and Craft Party, Fire Station 

Tour, Computer Science Education Week events, DARE classes, and Christmas Craft Party. We also continued 

many fun regularly occurring activities including weekly Marvelous Monday events for all age groups, parent-led    

Terrific Tuesdays for K-6th grades, and Chess Club with new skills taught each week. Our monthly events continue 

to be a hit also with many parents participating in our Morning Mug Parent Book Club, kids building fun challenges 

during Lego Club, seniors preparing for graduation through meetings and fun activities, and middle school students 

having mathematical fun during Math Club. Our Juneau Office Battle of the Books teams did fantastically well during 

the district competitions and both our 5/6 and High School teams will be representing YKSD in the state competi-

tion in March. The virtual field trips we have been participating in have also enabled our students to have many     

experiences that they would not otherwise be able to get while living here in Alaska, so we're thankful for the      

opportunities that technology affords us.  

Raven students in the elementary book club are really enjoying the Little House on the Prairie books: On the Banks 

of Plum Creek- making checkerboards, By the Shores of Silver Lake- stringing buttons, and The Long Winter- making 

braided coasters. The Nature Crafts Club have dipped candles and candle holders, made “stained glass windows”, 

and bird houses. The D&D club for junior high and high school students meet every week and are having fun. Exer-

cise your Options and Character Traits were offered this last quarter. Crafternoon and ARTiculate are continuing to 

go strong! 






