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Closet 
Collections 

451-7766 

Cleaning your closets?

Call for FREE
Pick-up!

Got gently-used fabric 
items and clothing? 

 Make-A-Wish Foundation is a CFC participant.
 Provided as a public service

 21394645-4-21-12

 To the jewel of our lives…

 Happy  50 th Birthday,
 Jean!

 Craig, Dani, Sami,
 Hayden & Kellan

 17397075-4-21-12
 17397077-4-21-12

 Bill Budnick
 We would like to thank Wayne, Ted, Laurance, 
 and anyone else who helped Bill during his last 

 days. There are not words to express how 
 grateful we are for all you did for him.

 Thank you—
 Rusty and Linda

 11394603 5-26-12

 De l l i e  B .  Dick in s on ,  LPC De l l i e  B .  Dick in s on ,  LPC
 Licensed Professional Counselor

 Over 15 Years Experience
 Now Accepting New Clients

 delliedickinson@yahoo.com • 1716 University Avenue

 460-2166 460-2166
 individual, marital, family, relationships,  individual, marital, family, relationships, 

 stress, depression, women's issues stress, depression, women's issues

 OPEN HOUSE

 See you there, Judie

 2012 Spring 2012 Spring
 Friday, April 20 • 10 am – 6 pm 
 Saturday, April 21 • 12 – 5 pm

 Chickadee Pendant  Chickadee Pendant 
 Bronze and Silver - $58
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 Judie will be featuring her  new designs for 
 2012 in bronze and silver  plus some 

 treasures from this year’s  Tucson Gem Show .
 Come out and find that perfect gift for 

 Mother’s Day (May13th), graduation
 or that    Spring wedding .

 richardgumm@acsalaska.net
 www.judiegumm.com

 follow the signs once in Ester

 Judie Gumm Designs
 3600 Main Street, Ester, AK  

 (907) 479-4568

 EXCEL

 T
H

E

 On College Road next to the Farmers Market  •  452-4002  •  www.thewoodway.com

 WOODWAY
 Warming the heart of Alaska since  1 9 78

 Weekdays
 9 – 6

 Saturday
 9 –5

 LOCALLY OWNED

 12395464-4-29-12

 AN   INVESTMENT   TO   LAST   A   LIFETIME ! LIFETIME !

 Experience the  Experience the 
 beauty, efficiency  beauty, efficiency 

 and security of and security of
 an RSF Wood  an RSF Wood 

 Fireplace. Fireplace.

 Are you building or remodeling?

OUR TOWN

Nok’enaat’ukk –
The birds 
have returned
Tobaa  swans
Dets’ene geese
Nendaale ducks
Delk’ehu robin

Bird names 
in place names:
Dolbaatno’ 
“gosling river,” a tributary of 
Koyukuk River. Common name is 
Dulbi.

Saanhggaagge dot’aanh?   
What is the bird doing?

Saanhggaagge not’ htl.
The bird is flying.

Kk’edne’ dedenee. 
The baby bird is making noise.

Tokkaa’e dednee. 
Red necked grebe is calling.

Dodzen dednee.   
The loon is calling.

Dets’en delghus. 
The geese are calling.

Taaneeyo. 
(One) bird dove into the water.

Tobaa k’edelee eetlek.
I hear a swan singing.

Delk’ehoo kk’odehun’ don 
k’edelee.  
The robin is singing early in the 
morning.

Nendaal kk’o’eedebaayh. 
A duck is swimming around.

ATHABASCAN
word of the week

The Athabascan Word of the Week 
appears every Saturday on page A3 of 
the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner. The 
words are provided by Susan “K’etsoo” 
Paskvan of Yukon-Koyukuk School Dis-
trict. She is originally from the vil-
lage of Koyukuk on the Yukon River 
in Interior Alaska. She is Tleeyegge 
Hut’aane, which is Koyukon Athabascan. 
She seeks stories and phrases from 
both Denaakk’e (Koyukon Athabascan) 
and Denak’a (Lower Tanana Athabas-
can), which are languages spoken in the 
Yukon-Koyukuk School District region. 
Yukon-Koyukuk School District serves 
the villages of Allakaket, Hughes, Huslia, 
Koyukuk, Nulato, Kaltag, Ruby, Manley 
Hot Springs and Minto. The Board of 
Education places a priority on teaching 
the Native languages within the district.

Pogo mine
A newly discovered deposit 

at Pogo mine contains at least 
1.2 million ounces of gold, a find 
that company officials believe will 
extend the life of the project by 
more than two years.

Surveys last 
summer explored 
an area known as 
East Deep, located 
about 1,000 feet 
northeast of the 
main ore body. Ini-

tial results found at least 1.2 mil-
lion ounces of gold in the area, but 
general manager Chris Kennedy is 
hopeful that more can be found.

Kennedy said exploratory 
drilling conducted so far hasn’t 
reached the bottom of the depos-
it and that upcoming efforts are 
planned to find its boundaries. An 
exploration program will continue 
this summer and likely into 2013 
at the remote underground mine, 
located about 38 miles northeast 
of Delta Junction.

In the end, Kennedy said, it’s 
possible the deposit could extend 
out roughly another half-mile. 
That would make the current 
East Deep find just a small por-
tion of a much more significant 
discovery. 

“It’s just a hunch, but I kind 
of look at it as an iceberg,” Ken-
nedy said.

Even at its current size, how-
ever, the discovery is good news 
for the mine. Pogo had previ-
ously planned to continue its 
mining operations until 2017, 
but the new find stretches that 
timeline out to at least 2019, 
Kennedy said.

“It’s really exciting for us,” 
he said.

Kennedy said expanding its 
operations to the new deposit 
won’t require a completely new 
permitting process, but a vari-
ety of permits will need to be 
amended. 

The East Deep find boosts 
the known reserves at Pogo by 
more than 20 percent, accord-
ing to company estimates. The 
mine began extracting gold in 
2006 and expects to produce its 
2 millionth ounce sometime this 
summer, Kennedy said.

Gas incentives
JUNEAU — It didn’t look good 

early in the day Sunday.
“We have 

thrown Fairbanks 
under the bus,” 
said Sen. Charlie 
Huggins, R-Wasilla, 
on the Senate floor 
as the body signed 

off on a bill that didn’t include tax 
credits for liquefied natural gas 
storage facilities integral to buy-
ing down the cost of a liquefied 
natural gas trucking program on 
the afternoon of the last day of 
the regularly scheduled legislative 
session. 

But that was five hours before 
lawmakers were scheduled to gav-
el out —plenty of time to turn 
things around. And that’s just 
what lawmakers did. 

A united last-minute effort by 

members of the House of Repre-
sentatives pushed the incentives, 
packaged with an extension on 
film production tax credits, credits 
for drilling in frontier oil and gas 
basins, and a small business tax 
break past the last staunch oppo-
sition on the Senate floor. 

“I felt like all we’ve talked 
about the entire session is the 
high cost of energy and the high 
cost of energy in Fairbanks,” 
said Fairbanks Republican Rep. 
Steve Thompson, who sponsored 
the Fairbanks-centric storage and 
drilling credits. “We’re trying to 
do something to bring our energy 
costs down. Fairbanks, we’ve got a 
chance. A chance.” 

Golden Valley Electric Asso-
ciation and Flint Hills Resources 
want assistance with gas storage 
facilities as part of their plan to 
truck North Slope gas to Fair-
banks to alleviate high energy 
costs in the area.

Hartman case
The Tanana Chiefs Conference 

has upped a reward it previously 
offered for information about the 
1997 killing of John Hartman in 
an effort to exonerate the four 
men convicted of his murder.

TCC is offering 
a reward of up to 
$35,000 for infor-
mation that will 
help free Marvin 
Roberts, Eugene 
Vent, George Frese 

and Kevin Pease, the four men 
who were convicted in 1999 of kill-
ing Hartman. The four are serving 
sentences of 33 to 79 years in a 
Colorado prison.

Hartman was 15 years old when 
he was found beaten and stomped 
in downtown Fairbanks. He died 
at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital 
after lingering in a coma.

Many members of Fairbanks’ 
Alaska Native community insist 
the four were wrongfully accused.

It was almost a year ago that 
TCC, a consortium that repre-
sents 42 villages in the Interior 
region, announced it was offering 
a reward of $5,500 for information 
that would free the four men.

When that offer failed to pro-
duce any results, TCC decided 
to increase the reward amount, 
said Bill Oberly, executive director 
for the Alaska Innocence Project. 
The Alaska Innocence Project has 
taken on the case.

“We know there are people out 
there who have something to say,” 
Oberly said. “The question is what 
is it going to take to have them 
come forward?”

Teacher contracts
Teacher contract talks are head-

ed for arbitration next week.
Fairbanks North 

Star Borough 
School District and 
the Fairbanks Edu-
cation Association 
bargaining teams 
butted heads on 

one of the last proposals for the 
2011-2012 school year contract 
after a two-day meeting Friday 

and Monday with mediator Brian 
Jarrett.

The impasse nullifies all of the 
successfully negotiated proposals 
as it goes before Seattle arbitrator 
Richard Humphries at a hearing 
next week in Fairbanks.

Both the FEA and school board 
teams will present their final 
proposals again on Monday, and 
Humphries will render his opinion 
on Tuesday.

Then, by law, one final bargain-
ing session is required after the 
arbitrator’s award.

If no agreement is negotiated in 
the final session, the teachers may 
strike and the school board may 
impose contract provisions.

The two bargaining teams 
almost settled Monday evening, 
agreeing on a number of items 
including a 1.25 percent sala-
ry increase, increasing personal 
leave from three to four days, 
language changes for non-ten-
ured teacher procedures and 
grade determination, but stalled 
on an ongoing $1,500 longevity 
payment for teachers who are not 
eligible for a step movement on 
the salary schedule.

Teacher salaries receive step 
and column increases based on 
experience and education and 
have traditionally received yearly 
cost-of-living increases. 

Gayle Pierce, FNSB labor rela-
tions director, said a one-time lon-
gevity bonus or stipend for teach-
ers ineligible for step movement 
would affect approximately 450 
teachers — 40 percent — and 
cost the district approximately 
$675,000 for the 2011-12 school 
year.

Since there was not an increase 
in the base student revenue pro-
vided by the state, the board is 
reluctant to agree with ongoing 
annual bonuses, Pierce said.

“The issue for the board is not 
to incur continuing costs because 
we don’t have continuing reve-
nue,” she said. 

Following a Tuesday night 
meeting with “a large turnout” of 
district teachers, Tammy Smith, 
FEA president, said the longev-
ity bonus or continuing annual 
stipend which came up during 
mediation is not something teach-
ers want to hang their hats on.

Unmanned aircraft
As lawmakers kicked off the 

first day of a special session on 
complicated oil taxes and in-state 
gas line policy on Wednesday, they 
also got to check out some very cool 
gadgets. 

Unmanned aer-
ial vehicle, or UAV, 
researcher Greg 
Walker of the Uni-
versity of Alaska 
Fairbanks’ Geo-
physical Institute 

stopped by the capitol to show off a 
variety of pint-sized research heli-
copters, planes and military-grade 
gliders. 

While going in and out of floor 
sessions, lawmakers got a chance to 
check out the UAVs that are tested 
at the Geophysical Institute’s Pok-
er Flat Research Range for a vari-

ety of applications including sea 
ice research, to volcanoes, wildfires 
and even law enforcement.

“Our mission so far has been 
to help people have interest in the 
technology figure what aircraft is 
the right aircraft to solve their 
problem,” he said. “We’re not a one 
trick pony.” 

One of the UAVs was the same 
type used in this winter’s fuel 
delivery mission to Nome, where it 
routed a safe path through the ice 
for the ships. 

And while the variety of devices 
are a far cry from the military’s 
drones that have dramatically 
changed aerial combat in the coun-
try’s wars in the Middle East, the 
legislators showed a lot of inter-
est in the state-of-the-art aerial 
vehicles. 

Child death
A 2-year-old Fairbanks boy 

has died of injuries sustained in 
a beating allegedly delivered by 
his mother’s boyfriend, who was 
angry the boy had urinated in the 
bed.

Fairbanks police 
said the boy, whose 
name has not been 
released, died about 
5 p.m. Thursday at 
Providence Hospi-
tal in Anchorage.

An autopsy is scheduled with 
the state medical examiner and 
should be done in a couple of days, 
Fairbanks police Detective Peyton 
Merideth said.

“We’re working closely with the 
district attorney’s office on the 
case,” Merideth said. “It is still 
under investigation.”

The boyfriend, Carl Delbert 
David Jr., 24, was arraigned ear-
lier Thursday on a first-degree 
felony assault charge and remains 
in Fairbanks Correctional Center 
with no bail.

A decision on upgrading the 
charges following the boy’s death 
will be made by the district attor-
ney’s office.

David is accused of throwing 
the boy onto a child’s bed, causing 
the boy to bounce off the bed and 
hit his head on the floor, accord-
ing to a criminal complaint filed 
in court. The boy suffered a frac-
tured skull with internal brain 
bleeding, a broken neck and other 
internal injuries to his head and 
genitals.

The boy was knocked uncon-
scious when his head hit the floor. 
David told Alaska State Troopers 
he then stepped on the boy’s geni-
tals and groin area with the heel 
of his foot because he was mad the 
boy had urinated in the bed.

The boy remained unconscious 
for approximately one hour, but 
David told troopers he did not call 
911 or seek any help even though 
he knew the boy was not breath-
ing right. Instead, David said he 
held the boy until his mother 
returned to their 15th Avenue 
apartment and pushed him to 
nearby Fairbanks Memorial Hos-
pital in a baby stroller.
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